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5/11/2026 | 10:00 AM 

SLDMWA Boardroom 

Notice of Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting / Joint 
Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting-Special Board 

Workshop 
842 6th Street, Los Banos 

(List of Member/Alternate Telephonic Locations Attached) 
 

Public Participation Information 

Join Zoom Webinar - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88573860826?pwd=jIKOMMixnXR0GEFsNu4LmLGGFhicLF.1 

 

 

Agenda 
Item Topic Lead 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call  

2. Water Resources Committee to Consider Additions or Corrections to the 
Agenda for the Water Resources Committee Meeting only, as Authorized 
by Government Code Section 54950 et seq. 

 

3. Opportunity for Public Comment – Any member of the public may address 
the Water Resources Committee/Board concerning any matter not on the 
agenda, but within the Committee or Board’s jurisdiction. Public comment 
is limited to no more than three minutes per person. For good cause, the 
Chair of the Water Resources Committee may waive this limitation. 

 

 ACTION ITEMS  

4.  Approval of April 6, 2026 Meeting Minutes  

NOTE: Any member of the public may address the Water Resources Committee/Board concerning any item on the 
agenda before or during consideration of that item. 

Because the notice provides for a regular meeting of the Water Resources Committee (“WRC”) and a joint regular 
WRC Meeting/Special Board workshop, Board Directors/Alternates may discuss items listed on the agenda; 
however, only WRC Members/Alternates may correct or add to the agenda or vote on action items. 

NOTE FURTHER: Meeting materials have been made available to the public on the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 
Authority’s website, https://www.sldmwa.org, and at the Los Banos Administrative Office, 842 6th Street, Los 
Banos, CA 93635. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88573860826?pwd=jIKOMMixnXR0GEFsNu4LmLGGFhicLF.1
https://www.sldmwa.org/
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5. Recommendation to Board of Directors to Adopt Staff 
Recommendation for Positions on Legislation 

A. H.R. 8259 (Bentz), Reclamation Project Consultation Improvement 
Act of 2026 

B. A.B. 2214 (Jackson), Government finance: deposits 
C. A.B. 2215 (Calderon), Water rights: permits: State Water Project 
D. A.B. 2216 (Aguiar-Curry), Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 

Conservancy 
E. A.B. 2447 (Bauer-Kahan), Water: Nitrogen Pollution Reduction Act 
F. A.B. 2739 (Soria), Water: affordability and system stabilization 
G. S.B. 1001 (Archuleta), Local agency, public utility, or mutual water 

company: personnel access: Person Identity Verification-
Interoperable 

Petersen 

6. Recommendation to Board of Directors to Adopt Resolution Providing 
Support for ACWA Vision for Our Water Future 

Barajas 

 REPORT ITEMS  

7. Update on Status of Golden Mussels Arroyave, 
Petersen, 
Meyer 

8. Executive Director’s Report 
(May include reports on activities within the Water Resources 
Committee’s jurisdiction re: 1) CVP/SWP water operations; 2) California 
infrastructure projects; 3) regulation of the CVP/SWP; 4) existing or 
possible new State and Federal policies; 5) Water Authority activities) 

Barajas 
 

9. Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities 
(May include reports on federal, state, and local agency regulatory, 
legislative, and administrative water policy/resources activities) 

Petersen 

10. Update on Water Operations and Forecasts Arroyave 

11. Committee Member Reports  

12. Closed Session Akroyd  

 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Initiation of Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (4) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code 
Section 54956.9 – 2 potential cases 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) or (3) of Subdivision 
(d) of Gov. Code Section 54956.9 – 2 potential cases 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
Existing Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code 
Section 54956.9 
 
A. California Sportfishing Protection Alliance (CSPA), et al. v. Nickels, et al., U.S. 

District Court, E.D. Cal., Case No. 2:11-cv-02980; 9th Cir. Case No. 23-15599; 
U.S. Supreme Court Case No. 25-989 (GBP Citizen Suit) 
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B. CSPA, et al. v. State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), et al., Sac. Co. 
Superior Court, Case No. 34-2021-80003761 (2021 TUCP Order) 

C. CSPA, et al. v. SWRCB, et al., Sac. Co. Superior Court, Case No. 34-2021-
80003763 (2021 Temp. Mgmt. Plan) 

D. SWRCB, Administrative Hearings Office, Petitions for Change of California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) Water Right Permits, Delta 
Conveyance Project (DWR Change Petition) 

E. Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority, et al. v. DWR, et al., Sacramento Co. Superior 
Court, Case No. 24WM000183 (SWP 2024 EIR Challenge) 

F. San Francisco Baykeeper, et al. v. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, et al. U.S. 
District Court, E.D. Cal., Case No. 2:26-cv-00671 (2025 CVP Operations) 

G. Bettencourt v. SLDMWA, et al., Merced Co. Superior Court, Case No. 26CV-
01422 (employment complaint) 

13. Return to Open Session  

14. Report from Closed Session, if any, Required by Government Code 
Section 54957.1 

 

15. Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2(a)(3)  

16. ADJOURNMENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persons with a disability may request disability-related modification or accommodation by contacting Cheri Worthy 
or Sandi Ginda at the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Office, 842 6th Street, P.O. Box 2157, Los Banos, 
California, via telephone at (209) 826-9696, or via email at cheri.worthy@sldmwa.org. Requests should be made as 
far in advance as possible before the meeting date, preferably 3 days in advance of regular meetings or 1 day in 
advance of special meetings/workshops. 

This agenda has been prepared as required by the applicable laws of the State of California, including but not limited 
to, Government Code Section 54950 et seq. and has not been prepared with a view to informing an investment 
decision in any of the Authority’s bonds, notes, or other obligations. Any projections, plans or other forward-looking 
statements included in the information in this agenda are subject to a variety of uncertainties that could cause any 
actual plans or results to differ materially from any such statement. The information herein is not intended to be 
used by investors or potential investors in considering the purchase or sale of the Authority’s bonds, notes or other 
obligations and investors and potential investors should rely only on information filed by the Authority on the 
Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board’s Electronic Municipal Market Access System for municipal securities 
disclosures, maintained on the World Wide Web at https://emma.msrb.org/. 

 

mailto:cheri.worthy@sldmwa.org
mailto:sandi.ginda@sldmwa.org
https://emma.msrb.org/
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SLDMWA WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING TELEPHONIC LOCATIONS 

May 11, 2026 

 

15671 W. Oakland Ave 
Five Points, CA  93624 
 
5957 E. Greenhill Street 
Nampa, Idaho 83687 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Date & Time: 

Location: 

 

  1 

4/6/2026 | 10:00 AM 

SLDMWA Boardroom 
842 6th Street, Los 
Banos 

San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Water Resources Committee 
Regular Meeting and Joint Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting – 
Special Board Workshop Minutes  

Attendance 

Committee Members Present 

Ex-Officio: Cannon Michael 
William Bourdeau 

Division 1: Anthea Hansen, Member 
Division 2: Lon Martin, Alternate 
Division 3:  Chris White, Member 
Division 4:  Dana Jacobson, Alternate 
Division 5:  Manny Amorelli, Alternate 
 
Board of Directors Present 

Division 1:  Anthea Hansen, Director 
Division 2:  Justin Diener, Director 

William Bourdeau, Director 
Lon Martin, Alternate 

Division 3: Chris White, Alternate 
Jarrett Martin, Director 
Cannon Michael, Chair/Director 

Division 4: Dana Jacobson, Director 

  Brett Miller, Alternate 
Division 5: Manny Amorelli 
FWA Representative:  Absent                        
 
Authority Representatives Present 

Federico Barajas, Executive Director  
Pablo Arroyave, Chief Operating Officer 
Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director  
Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel  
Rebecca Harms, Deputy General Counsel 
Ray Tarka, Director of Finance 
Eddie Reyes, Information Systems Technician 
Stewart Davis, IT Officer 
 

Others Present 

Chase Hurley, Pacheco Water District 

 

Agenda 
Item Topic Lead 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by Chair 
William Bourdeau at approximately 10:00 a.m. and roll was called.      

 

2 Additions or Corrections to the Agenda of Items, as authorized by 
Government Code Section 54950 et seq. - No additions or corrections. 

 

3. Opportunity for Public Comment - No public comment.  

4. Water Resources Committee to Consider Approval of the March 2, 
2026 Meeting Minutes – Chair William Bourdeau deemed the March 2, 
2026 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted. 
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5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation to the Board of Directors to Adopt Staff 
Recommendation on Positions on Legislation 

A. A.B. 1754 (Pacheco), State general obligation bonds: 
requirements (Favor) 

B. A.B. 1772 (Papan), Fish and wildlife: aquatic invasive species: 
golden mussels (Watch & Amend) 

C. A.B. 2013 (Bennett), Fire risk areas: water suppliers: 
emergency preparedness plan (not favored unless amended) 

D. A.B. 2026 (Aguiar-Curry), Water diversion: groundwater 
recharge: permit (Watch & Amend) 

E. A.B. 2032 (Ransom), Fish and wildlife: restricted species 
permits (Support & Amend) 

F. A.B. 2218 (Kalra), Water policy: California Native American 
Tribes (Oppose Unless Amended) 

G. A.B. 2630 (Bennett), Water diversion and use: adoption of 
regulations (Oppose) 

H. A.B. 2728 (Soria), Open and Transparent Water Data Act 
(Support) 

I. A.C.A. 11 (Macedo), California Water Resiliency Act (Support) 
J. S.B. 872 (McNerney), Climate Change: funding priorities    

(Watch & Amend)        

Water Policy Director Scott Petersen reviewed the staff 
recommendation for position adoption on the ten listed pieces of 
legislation. Petersen answered questions throughout the presentation.  
      M/S - Motion by Member Chris White, seconded by Member Anthea 
Hansen, the Committee recommended adoption of the staff 
recommendations for positions on A.B. 1754, A.B. 1772, A.B. 2013, A.B. 
2026, A.B. 2032, A.B. 2218, A.B. 2630, A.B. 2728, A.C.A. 11, and S. B. 872. 
Vote: Ayes – Michael, Bourdeau, Hansen, Lon Martin, White, Jacobson, 
Amorelli; Nays – 0; Abstentions – 0. 

Petersen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 
 
 
 

Recommendation to Board of Directors to Authorize Execution of 
Agreement with MM Water Resources for Technical Support Services 
- Water Policy Director Scott Petersen reported on the need to contract 
with MM Water Resources to support completion and advancement of 
key Water Authority and CVP contractor efforts to advance exploration 
of lines of evidence that could lead to operational improvements.  
     M/S - Motion by Member Chris White, seconded by Alternate Manny 
Amorelli, the Committee recommended execution of agreement with 
MM Water Resources for Technical Support Services. Vote: Ayes – 
Michael, Bourdeau, Hansen, Lon Martin, White, Jacobson, Amorelli; 
Nays – 0; Abstentions – 0. 

Petersen 
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7. Status Update Regarding DMC Subsidence Correction Project - Chief 
Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave reported the Authority was awarded 
$235 million of non-reimbursable funding for the DMC Subsidence 
Correction Project from authorities in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, 
which will be discussed in detail during the Planning Committee meeting 
later today. Arroyave reported that Kiewit is working to develop 
Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) for Task 1 and Task 2 for the 
construction phase of the project. Arroyave reported that the Task 1 GMP 
will go to the Finance & Administration Committee and the Board for 
approval in May and will be followed by a Notice to Proceed with 
construction.  

Barajas, 
Arroyave  
 

8. Update on Status of Golden Mussels – Chief Operating Officer Pablo 
Arroyave reported that staff is implementing mitigation measures that 
were recommended in the assessment completed by the consultant, 
including bio boxes, installation of hot water taps, development of 
control plan, and coordination of field testing. Arroyave also reported 
that coordination meetings continue. Staff answered questions 
throughout the presentation.  

Arroyave, 
Petersen, Meyer 

9. Executive Director’s Report 
a. Trinity Consultation Process – Executive Director Federico Barajas 

reported that staff may have an opportunity to review administrative 
draft documents as cooperating agency.  

b. North to South Transfers – Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave 
reported that staff is actively working with Reclamation and Activity 
Agreement Members on potential 2026 North to South Transfers. 
Arroyave reported that any transfers would be limited consistent with 
the environmental coverage that Reclamation has in place, which 
covers the short term 2026-2027 calendar year. 

c. Fiscal Year 2027 Budget Books – Executive Director Federico 
Barajas reported that the hard copies of the budget books are 
available for Board and Committee Members that requested them.  

d. Social Luncheon  – Executive Director Federico Barajas reported 
that there will be a social luncheon for Dan Keppen following the 
Board meeting Thursday. 

e. Operations – Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave provided a brief 
update regarding Unit 5 impeller and recoating work at Jones 
Pumping Plant.  

Barajas 

10. Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities – Water Policy Director 
Scott Petersen provided an update regarding Executive Order 14181 
implementation, State Water Resources Control Board activity, HRL 
discussions, and the San Joaquin River Restoration Program. Petersen 
continued his update regarding the Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin 

Petersen 
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Valley and the San Joaquin Valley Collaborative Action Program. 
Petersen answered questions throughout the presentation. 

11. Update on Water Operations and Forecasts – Arroyave reported that 
both Unit 5 & Unit 6 will be out from Mid-April until mid-May. Arroyave 
reported that in mid-May, Unit 6 will be available again. Arroyave 
introduced consultant Ron Milligan, who provided information regarding 
CVP supply, reservoir storage, allocations, snowpack, and operations. 
Milligan and Arroyave answered questions throughout the presentation. 

Arroyave, 
Milligan 

12. Committee Member Reports – Chair William Bourdeau reported on his 
participation in the Valley Veterans Water Forum.  

 

13.  Agenda Items 13-15: Closed Session – Chair William Bourdeau 
adjourned the open session to address the items listed on the Closed 
Session Agenda at approximately 11:25 a.m. Upon return to open 
session at approximately 11:55 a.m., Chair William Bourdeau reported 
that no reportable actions were taken in closed session. 

Akroyd 

14. Agenda Item 16: Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54954.2(a)(3) – No reports. 

 

15. Agenda Item 17: Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 11:56 a.m. 
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 To: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates / Board of Directors and Alternates 

From: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director 

Date: May 11, 2026 

RE: Water Resources Committee to Consider Recommendations on Legislation / Board of Directors to 
Consider Same 

Recommendation 
Recommend to the Water Resources Committee and Board of Directors to adopt the following positions on 
legislation: 

Federal Legislation 
• Adopt of position of “Support and Amend” on H.R. 8259 (Bentz), Reclamation Project Consultation 

Improvement Act of 2026 

State Legislation 
• Adopt a position of “Not Favor” on A.B. 2214 (Jackson), Government finance: deposits 
• Adopt a position of “Watch” on A.B. 2215 (Calderon), Water rights: permits: State Water Project 
• Adopt a position of “Watch” on A.B. 2216 (Aguiar-Curry), Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 

Conservancy 
• Adopt a position of “Oppose” on A.B. 2447 (Bauer-Kahan), Water Supply Protection Act 
• Adopt a position of “Support” on A.B. 2739 (Soria), Water: a ordability and system stabilization 
• Adopt a position of “Favor” on S.B. 1001 (Archuleta), Local agency, corporation, or mutual water 

company: personnel access: Personal Identity Verification-Interoperable 

Federal Legislation 

H.R. 8259 (Bentz), Reclamation Project Consultation Improvement Act of 2026 

RECOMMENDATION: Support and Amend 

POLICY SCOPE: Environmental and Regulatory Compliance 

Summary 
The bill establishes requirements for federal agencies to engage in routine and continuing communication 
with a ected Reclamation contractors during the development and review of biological assessments and 
biological opinions for federal water projects in Reclamation States. It ensures contractors receive timely 
information on agency actions, proposed alternatives, and measures to avoid harm to endangered or 
threatened species. Contractors are given opportunities to review draft biological opinions, provide 
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comments, and participate in discussions about reasonable and prudent alternatives and mitigation 
measures. The law emphasizes transparency, cooperation, and accountability in decision-making 
processes that impact water supply and local economic interests. 

Status 
H.R. 8259 was introduced on April 14, 2026, was heard by the Water, Wildlife and Fisheries Subcommittee 
of the House Natural Resources Committee on April 29, 2026, and awaits markup in the House Natural 
Resources Committee. 

Importance to the Authority 
Consultation on operations of the Central Valley Project (CVP) under Section 7 of the federal Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) have significant impacts on the reliability and a ordability of water supplies under 
Reclamation contracts. The legislation is modeled after Section 4004 authorities established by the Water 
Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act, which created a process for engagement between 
Reclamation, as an action agency, and its contractors, who bear the e ects of any operational changes to 
the CVP as a result of compliance with the federal ESA. 

The bill specifically requires that if a federal agency considers an action that would not result in full delivery 
of water to contractors, those contractors must be informed and engaged — including being told what legal 
authority supports the action and why alternatives with fewer adverse water supply impacts are inadequate. 

The bill strengthens contractor role in proceedings where species protections intersect with water 
management. Contractors are entitled to receive a copy of draft biological opinions and have the opportunity 
to review and comment on them, with those comments to be a orded due consideration during the 
consultation. The bill also ensures that covered entities have routine and continuing opportunities to discuss 
and submit information for consideration during the development of any biological assessment, and to 
engage with respect to its preparation. 

In short, H.R. 8259 operationalizes several of SLDMWA's FY 2027 policy objectives by converting advocacy 
goals — particularly around the Section 7 consultation process — into statutory rights. 

For these reasons, sta  recommends a “Support and Amend” position. 

Potential Amendments 
Authority sta  seeks to develop clarifying amendments to ensure that (1) the transparency provisions of the 
legislation associated with full delivery of water pursuant to a contract are associated with actions taken to 
reduce adverse e ects on listed species, rather than hydrologic conditions, as well as (2) additional statutory 
direction for improvements to the stakeholder engagement process based on lessons learned from WIIN Act 
engagement for CVP contractors. 
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State Legislation 

A.B. 2214 (Jackson), Government finance: deposits 

RECOMMENDATION: Not Favor 

POLICY SCOPE: Funding and Finance 

Existing Law 
Existing law requires the Treasurer to invest, or deposit into banks and other financial institutions, specified 
state moneys designated as surplus as a part of the Pooled Money Investment Account (PMIA) and 
determined to be available for that purpose by the Pooled Money Investment Board.  

Existing law generally requires banks and other financial institutions to deposit with the Treasurer securities 
in a value at least ten percent in excess of the amount deposited with the institution to be eligible to receive 
deposits of state funds, except as specified.  

Summary 
This bill would declare findings about the State’s intent to use the PMIA, as specified.  

This bill would establish, within the PMIA, the Community Reinvestment Account that would allocate $4 
billion from the PMIA into the Community Reinvestment Account for qualified institutions, such as the 
following:  

(A) Verified small business lending in underserved census tracts.  

(B) First-time or first-generation home buyer lending.  

(C) A ordable housing lending  

(D) A formal partnership with any of the following:  

(i) A community development financial institution (CDFI).  

(ii) A Small Business Development Center (SBDC).  

(iii) A state-approved nonprofit financial coach.  

(E) Verified brokerage of financing products, such as silent second lien disaster mortgages, for 
homeowners facing displacement and loss of home ownership seeking to rebuild their home 
following disaster.  

This bill would prioritize qualifications of deposits into the Community Reinvestment Account and set 
qualifications, as specified, for the following institutions:  

(A) Minority Depository Institutions (MDIs).  

(B) Community banks serving rural and urban low-wealth areas.  

(C) Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) with a California lending footprint.  
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This bill would require securities, for a deposit from the Community Reinvestment Account or under the 
Small Business Lending Time Deposit Program, to be in an amount in value of at least 90 percent of the 
amount deposited with the institution.  

This bill would require the Treasurer to deposit moneys from the Community Reinvestment Account with 
qualified institutions that have committed to specified lending activities, including, among other things, that 
at least 50 percent of the moneys from the account are used for a ordable housing lending, as defined and 
specified.  

This bill would require institutions that receive deposits from the Community Reinvestment Account to 
submit quarterly, nonidentifying, performance reports to the Treasurer and the Treasurer to publish the data 
it receives in a publicly available report. 

This bill would require the department, in consultation with the Department of Parks and Recreation and the 
Department of Food and Agriculture, to develop a voluntary framework to prevent the overland spread of 
invasive mussels through the conveyance of watercraft overland. The bill would require the framework to 
include specified elements, including, among other elements, minimum standards for watercraft 
inspection, decontamination, and quarantine and a banding program or other mechanisms by which to 
confirm the inspection, decontamination, or quarantine status of a watercraft. 

Status 
02-19-2026 As Introduced  
As introduced, the bill would have allocated funds from the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) into the 
Community Reinvestment Account for institutions that meet specific performance standards.  

04-13-2026 As Amended  
As amended, this bill would create the Community Reinvestment Account and transfer $4 billion from the 
PMIA for purposes of small business lending, first-time home ownership, a ordable housing lending, and 
community reinvestment connected to measurable community lending performance while prioritizing 
safety, liquidity, and yield. 

Importance to the Authority 
This bill proposes to create a new fund under the PMIA, which includes LAIF funds, that would carve out and 
transfer a significant portion of local agency funds that are on deposit and dedicate those funds for lending 
activities that are not consistent with current liquidity requirements of the local agencies investing in PMIA 
and their needs.  

According to the author, AB 2214 would “modernize collateral and participation frameworks to responsibly 
expand the pool of eligible institutions.” This bill fails to consider the consequences of diverting funding to a 
wider pool of recipients which would dilute the number of local agencies participating in the PMIA and would 
ultimately reduce benefits to the taxpayer. The author aims to create “measurable outcomes for small 
business growth, homeownership, or community reinvestment in underserved areas.” This is inconsistent 
with current PMIA requirements and presents an issue as it should not fall solely on public agencies to 
address barriers faced by lenders in underserved areas.  

Given uncertain federal funding opportunities and continued state budget deficits, local agencies should not 
have to endure potentially losing another source of focused funding that has reliably provided special 
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districts and public agencies with assistance for management costs and administrative expenses. Diluting 
funds in the PMIA to serve purposes that are not aligned with those who are participating is not appropriate 
and would hurt ongoing public projects and plans that are dependent on these funds.  

The Water Authority has a small amount of funds in LAIF and a number of member agencies have funds in 
LAIF; should the legislation pass, the majority have indicated that they would transition funds from LAIF into 
another vehicle. 

For these reasons, sta  recommends a “Not Favor” position. 

Other Associations  
The California Association of County Treasurers and Tax Collectors has formally registered an oppose 
position on AB 2214 and is developing a coalition. The California Special Districts Association also has an 
oppose position on this bill. Sta  are coordinating with other local government associations that may take 
positions on the bill. 

A.B. 2215 (Calderon), Water rights: permits: State Water Project 

RECOMMENDATION: Watch 

POLICY SCOPE: Environmental and Regulatory Compliance 

Existing Law 
Existing law requires that construction work for a project that will put appropriated water to beneficial use 
be commenced, prosecuted with due diligence, and completed within the time period specified in the water 
right permit.  

Existing law authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to extend the deadline 
specified in the permit to commence or complete construction work and to put appropriated water to 
beneficial use for good cause shown. 

Summary 
This bill would extend the timeline for the full development of the State Water Project’s (SWP) water rights 
permits, held by the Department of Water Resources (DWR), until December 31, 2046, for beginning 
construction work, completion of construction work, or application of the water to beneficial use.  

This bill would specify that the bill shall not be construed as an approval of any proposed modification of 
physical facilities of the SWP, including the Delta Conveyance Project.  

Status 
02-19-2026 As Introduced  
As introduced, the bill would make nonsubstantive changes to the provision of law naming the Urban Water 
Management Planning Act.  

03-19-2026 As Amended  
As amended, the bill would extend the timeline for the full development of the State Water Project’s water 
rights permits, held by DWR, until December 31, 2085. 
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04-16-2026 As Amended  
As amended, the bill would extend the timeline for the full development of the State Water Project’s water 
rights permits, held by DWR, until December 31, 2046. 

Importance to the Authority 
Background 
The SWP is the largest state-owned water and power generator and user-financed system. As the main 
operator, DWR has constructed 36 water storage facilities, 21 pumping plants, five hydroelectric power 
plants, four pumping-generating plants, and approximately 700 miles of canals, tunnels, and pipelines over 
several decades. This system plays a critical role during extremes such as flood and drought and provides 
water for 27 million Californians.  

To help ensure that the SWP can adapt to more extreme shifts in hydrology, DWR has filed for a time extension 
for the water rights of the SWP with the State Water Board. According to DWR, since it was built in the 1960s, 
the SWP has operated under state water rights permits designed to protect water users, water quality, and 
fish and wildlife. Each permit issued by the State Water Board specifies, in part, the rate and amount of water 
that can be diverted. California’s changing climate is resulting in more prolonged droughts punctuated by 
wetter periods. The State needs the flexibility to adapt its water management practices to better recover 
critical water supply following extreme dry conditions when the wet conditions return. The time extension for 
the water rights better allows for that flexibility.  

Regulatory Delays  
AB 2215 would extend the time for DWR to develop its water rights. In 1990, the SWP was granted a time 
extension by the State Water Board. Then, in 2009, DWR filed a petition for another time extension with the 
State Water Board that has never been processed. DWR re-filed this Notice with the State Water Board in 
2025, but the delay and uncertainty is hindering DWR’s ability to modernize the SWP and e ectively plan for 
climate change.  

Further, even if the SWP time extension petition were moved forward by the State Water Board, the 
administrative process would likely take years, cost the taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars in sta  
time, and public water agencies’ significant time and money. 

Given the implications of full development of the SWP water right and interactions with member agency 
water rights applications in the future, as the State Water Board implements groundwater recharge and other 
storage projects that may come online prior to the full development of SWP water rights, sta  recommends 
a “Watch” position. 

A.B. 2216 (Aguiar-Curry), Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy. 

RECOMMENDATION: Watch 

POLICY SCOPE: Water Quality and Resource Management, Funding and Finance 

Existing Law 
The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009 provides that it is the intent of the Legislature to 
provide for the sustainable management of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) ecosystem, to provide 
for a more reliable water supply for the state, to protect and enhance the quality of water supply from the 
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Delta, and to establish a governance structure that will direct e orts across state agencies to develop a 
legally enforceable Delta Plan. Established within the California Natural Resources Agency, the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta Conservancy (Conservancy) is the primary state agency to implement ecosystem 
restoration in the Delta and to support e orts that advance environmental protection and the economic well-
being of Delta residents.  

Existing law requires the Conservancy to prepare and adopt a strategic plan to achieve the goals of the 
Conservancy and requires the strategic plan to be consistent with certain plans. Existing law specifies the 
composition of the governing board of the Conservancy and requires liaison advisers to serve in an advisory, 
nonvoting capacity.  

Existing law authorizes the Conservancy to engage in partnerships with nonprofit organizations, local public 
agencies, and landowners, and authorizes the Conservancy to provide grants and loans to state agencies, 
local public agencies, and nonprofit organizations to further the goals of the Conservancy.  

Existing law establishes the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy Fund in the State Treasury. Existing 
law makes moneys in the fund available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for purposes of these 
provisions. 

Summary 
This bill would rename the Conservancy the “Valley and Delta Conservancy,” rename the “Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta Conservancy Fund” the “Valley and Delta Conservancy Fund,” and make conforming changes. 
This bill would expand the footprint covered by the Conservancy to include the “Valley”—defined as the 
“lands within the Counties of Yolo, Sacramento, Solano, and San Joaquin that are outside of the Delta.” 

This bill would define the Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley and Delta as unique natural resources. It identifies 
the Delta’s environmental challenges as land subsidence, pressure on native species, altered water flow, 
and habitat conversion, while noting that the Valley faces challenges such as land fallowing, water scarcity, 
invasive species, destruction of habitat, and fire risks. The bill would also identify environmental justice 
challenges in the Valley, including access to clean, safe, and a ordable drinking water; lack of green space; 
exposure to pollutants and toxins; degraded air quality; and inequitable access to recreation.  

This bill would add two additional liaison advisers, who are designees of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and 
the San Joaquin River Conservancy.  

The bill would establish the Valley Program, under the administration of the Conservancy, to support e orts 
that advance the environmental protection and the economic well-being of Valley residents. This bill would 
require funds to be allocated for activities in the Valley only if there is an appropriation for that purpose.  

This bill would also authorize the Conservancy to engage in partnerships with, and to award grants and loans 
to, tribal organizations, while requiring the Conservancy to consult with resource conservation districts and 
other agencies when necessary. 

Status 
A.B. 2216 was introduced on February 19, 2026, passed the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources on 
April 14, 2026, and is now on the suspense file at the Assembly Committee on Appropriations. 
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Importance to the Authority 
AB 2216 would expand the Conservancy’s jurisdiction to Valley lands within the Counties of Yolo, 
Sacramento, Solano, and San Joaquin that are outside of the Delta, but experience similar environmental 
challenges. The geographical expansion of the Conservancy would further opportunities for funding and 
projects in and around the Delta that work towards e orts to advance the environmental, economic, and 
recreational well-being of this region.  

According to the author’s o ice, AB 2216 was introduced to support and expand the current e orts of the 
Conservancy and to take a “watershed approach” to future projects and funding opportunities. More 
specifically, the sponsor has indicated that the bill would provide access to counties that have significant 
wildfire risk but have previously not had access to recent funding packages for wildfire resiliency projects. 
The bill could benefit the Conservancy’s existing operations by expanding its authority to fund climate 
resilience, on-farm habitat, and tribal partnerships in the expanded footprint, while increasing accessibility 
for underserved groups through advanced payments and workforce development grants.  

Historically, conservancies have not produced regulatory mandates, and Conservancy sta  and the sponsor 
confirmed that such actions are not the intent of this legislation. In addition, to address fiscal concerns, the 
bill establishes the Valley Program under a distinct appropriation. This separation ensures the funds 
designated for the Delta and Suisun Marsh are used exclusively for those areas and remain in compliance 
with the conditions of those appropriations. AB 2216 would not a ect the allocation of Proposition 4, but 
would better position the Conservancy to support this region in future funding measures.  

This bill will not impact the State Water Resources Control Board’s update to the Water Quality Control Plan 
for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Watershed and may support the Healthy Rivers 
and Landscapes Program by facilitating the management and implementation of non-flow restoration 
actions.  

For these reasons, sta  recommends a “Watch” position. 

A.B. 2447 (Bauer-Kahan), Water Supply Protection Act 

RECOMMENDATION: Oppose Unless Amended 

POLICY SCOPE: Water Quality and Resource Management, Environmental and 
Regulatory Compliance 

Existing Law 
Under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Porter-Cologne Act), the State Water Resources Control 
Board (State Water Board) and the nine California regional water quality control boards are the principal state 
agencies with authority over matters relating to water quality. Existing law authorizes the State Water Board 
and the regional boards to prescribe waste discharge requirements for the discharge of waste that could 
a ect the quality of the waters of the state. 

Summary 
This bill would create the Nitrogen Pollution Reduction Act.  
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This bill would require the State Water Board to require the regional water boards to update the Irrigated 
Lands Regulatory Program in order to reduce nitrogen waste discharges from commercial irrigated 
agricultural lands so that by January 1, 2030, those lands do not cause or contribute to either of the following:  

(1) Exceedances of the maximum contaminant level for nitrate, as specified, for waters designated for 
municipal and domestic supply.  

(2) Exceedances of a water quality objective or total maximum daily load for nitrate, as set forth in applicable 
approved basin plans.  

This bill would require the regional boards to adopt revised orders with waste discharge requirements on or 
before January 1, 2028, that are su icient to meet the reductions in nitrogen waste discharge described in 
this bill and must include both of the following:  

(1) Quantitative limits on nitrogen fertilizer application and nitrogen discharge implemented through an 
adaptive irrigation and nutrient management plan designed to minimize nitrogen discharge.  

(2) Su icient procedures to ensure compliance with the limits described in paragraph (1), which may include, 
but is not limited to, verification by a certified crop advisor or cooperative or independent monitoring 
program, cross-referencing fertilizer application information with fertilizer sales information, and water 
quality or soil testing.  

This bill would provide that the revised orders may include any of the following elements, provided the 
elements are designed to meet the reductions in nitrogen waste discharge described in this bill:  

(1) Provisions to encourage increased participation in programs designed to reduce nitrogen waste and 
greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture and improve soil health, as specified.  

(2) Standardized figures estimating reductions in nitrogen discharge for certain sustainable farming practices 
based on the best available science, as specified.  

(3) Credits or discount factors based on the standardized figures, which may be accounted for in meeting the 
requirements of this bill.  

(4) Interim limits on nitrogen pollution that accommodate regional di erences in agricultural production or 
surface or groundwater quality.  

(5) Alternative or streamlined compliance pathways for small and diversified farms of fewer than 50 acres, 
including simplified monitoring and reporting procedures as well as forms published in languages spoken by 
small farmer operators, as specified.  

This bill would allow the State Water Board to adjust its fee schedule for the Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
Program to cover the cost of implementing this update to the program. The bill would prohibit any adjustment 
from including discounts on a per-acre basis for larger farms.  

This bill would require the State Water Board, on or before July 1, 2027, to publish both a list of standardized 
crop names and categories, and a statewide methodology for calculating, and field-level reporting of, 
nitrogen balances for croplands, including nitrogen fertilizer applications and nitrogen discharges, that must 
account for available soil nitrogen, to be used by the regional boards and incorporated into the orders 
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described in this bill. The bill would require that the field-level data produced by the field-level reporting be 
made publicly available.  

This bill would require the State Water Board, on or before January 1, 2031, to submit a report to the relevant 
policy committees of the Legislature on progress achieved in implementing this chapter, including data on 
the extent of progress made toward meeting the reductions in nitrogen waste discharges through the update 
to the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program.  

This bill would provide that nothing in this section is intended to weaken existing water quality protections in 
this division. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of this section and any other law, the more 
stringent provision shall prevail.  

This bill would provide that, for the purposes of this section, commercial irrigated agricultural lands include, 
but are not limited to, lands that are irrigated to produce crops or pasture for commercial purposes with one 
or more of the following characteristics:  

(1) The landowner or operator holds a current operator identification number or permit number for pesticide 
use reporting.  

(2) The crop is sold to a third party, including, but not limited to, any of the following: (A) An industry 
cooperative.  

(B) A harvest crew or company.  

(C) A direct marketing location, including a farmers’ market.  

(3) The landowner or operator files federal taxes using the Internal Revenue Service Schedule F (Form 1040) 
for Profit or Loss From Farming.  

Status 
A.B. 2447 was introduced on February 21, 2026, passed the Committee on Environmental Safety and Toxic 
Materials on April 15, 2026, and has been referred to the Appropriations Committee. 

Importance to the Authority 
AB 2447 (Bauer-Kahan) would require the Regional Water Boards to update the Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
Program (ILRP) to require compliance with the nitrate drinking water Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) and 
objectives for surface water by 2030.  

The Author’s O ice states that the need for the bill is to reduce nitrogen pollution since the State Water Board 
has had ample time to act on this issue and it persists at alarming levels today. Nitrate is a tasteless, 
odorless, and invisible chemical that can cause health e ects when found in high levels in drinking water. 
Nitrate is common in fertilizers and waste discharges in the Central Valley.  

A coalition of farmers, ranchers, processors, and agricultural businesses are opposed to the bill as the bill 
would create an entirely new level of regulatory oversight and enforcement capacity at the Regional Water 
Boards and the State Water Board. Currently, water quality program costs in place are funded through fees 
on farmers by existing programs. Coalition monitoring, domestic well testing, nitrate replacement water 
programs, and compliance administration already cost the agricultural community tens of millions annually. 
Additionally, AB 2447 undermines the role of the coalitions under ILRP and implementation of the Nitrate 
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Control Program. Ultimately, AB 2447 could dismantle the coordination and financing for domestic well 
testing and, where contamination is identified, drinking water replacement for a ected households. 

For these reasons, sta  recommends an “Oppose” position. 

A.B. 2739 (Soria), Water: a ordability and system stabilization 

RECOMMENDATION: Support 

POLICY SCOPE: Funding and Finance 

Existing Law 
Existing law declares the responsibility of the State to assist local governments in providing certain essential 
services and facilities where water resource construction projects financed, in whole or in part, by the State 
or jointly by the State and the federal government, create an undue burden on a local area’s ability to provide 
these services and facilities.  

The California Safe Drinking Water Act requires the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 
to administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. California’s 
“Human Right to Water” declares that every human being has the right to safe, clean, a ordable, and 
accessible water adequate for human consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes.  

AB 401 (Chapter 662, Statutes 2015) requires the State Water Board, by January 1, 2018, to develop a plan 
for the funding and implementation of a Low-Income Water Rate Assistance (LIRA) Program. The plan is 
required to include a description of the (1) method for collecting moneys to support implementation; (2) 
mechanism for providing funding assistance through either direct credits to enrollees or reimbursements to 
water service providers; and (3) method for determining the amount of moneys that may need to be collected 
from water ratepayers to fund the program. The State Water Board is required to report to the Legislature on 
its findings regarding the feasibility, financial stability, and desired structure of the program, including any 
recommendations for legislative action, by February 1, 2018. 

Summary 
Definitions  
This bill would define the following terms:  

1. “Fund” as the Community Water A ordability Assistance Fund, and  

2. “Program” as the Community Water A ordability Program.  

Community Water A ordability Program and Fund  
This bill would require DWR, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to develop and administer the 
Community Water A ordability Program (Program) and would establish the Community Water A ordability 
Assistance Fund (Fund) within the State Treasury. This bill would, for the purpose of reducing the amount of 
ratepayer funding required, require the Program to provide funding via grants to water suppliers for system 
repairs, rehabilitation, and enhancements; water safety and quality; and other infrastructure projects. This 
bill would require moneys in the Fund, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to be made available to DWR 
for purposes of administering the Program.  
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Program Administration  
This bill would require DWR, before disbursing funds, to develop and adopt Program guidelines and project 
solicitation documents. The guidelines would require an applicant to provide at least 50 percent of the total 
funding needed for a project but would authorize federal funding and other state loans and grants to be 
included in that amount. DWR could waive or reduce that minimum amount if complying with it would cause 
extreme financial hardship on the applicant. The guidelines and solicitation documents would not be subject 
to administrative regulations and rulemaking requirements under the Administrative Procedure Act. 

Status 
A.B. 2739 was introduced on February 20, 2026, and was amended into its current state on April 15, 2025, 
and is now waiting action by the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

The Water Authority’s practice is to take a position on legislation based on the version in print. AB 2739’s 
sponsors have indicated to sta  that substantive amendments to the bill are coming. The anticipated 
amendments would flesh out the language currently in print and establish a permanent "Water A ordability 
and System Stabilization Trust" in the State Treasury. The Legislature would deposit funds into the trust, and 
a trustee would distribute most of it to water assistance programs, reinvesting 10% to grow the fund. For the 
first 25 years, the trustee would send 45% of the total amount deposited in the fund annually to each of two 
assistance programs. After 25 years, the fund would live o  investment income and divide distributions of 
fund income between the two funds. The proposed funds would be as follows: 

• Water Rate Assistance Fund — would fund a statewide LIRA program, like the one proposed in SB 
1125.  

• Community Water A ordability Program — would provide grants to water utilities for infrastructure 
projects (improving supply, quality, resilience, or cutting energy costs), that, if funded locally, would 
drive rate increases and challenge a ordability.  

Importance to the Authority 
AB 2739 is intended to establish a durable source of funding to support water a ordability in California, 
including funding for a statewide water LIRA program.  

Sta  recommend a “Support” position. 

S.B. 1001 (Archuleta), Water utility workers: identification card program. 

RECOMMENDATION: Favor 

POLICY SCOPE: Stakeholder Engagement and Communication, Emergency 
Response 

Existing Law 
Existing law creates the O ice of Emergency Services (CalOES) within the o ice of the Governor and sets 
forth its powers and duties, including establishing by rule and regulation various classes of disaster service 
workers, the scope and duty of each class, and the way disaster service workers of each class are to be 
registered.  
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Section 409.5 of the Penal Code authorizes peace o icers, as defined, to close an area where a menace to 
the public health or safety created by a calamity, including a flood, storm, fire, earthquake, explosion, 
accident, or other disaster, exists for the duration of the menace to all persons not authorized by the lifeguard 
or o icer to enter or remain within the enclosed area. Under existing law, an unauthorized person who enters 
or remains in a closed area, as prescribed, is guilty of a misdemeanor.  

Existing law provides that Section 409.5 of the Penal Code does not prevent the following individuals from 
entering the enclosed areas, unless it is unsafe for the person to enter or the presence of the person would 
interfere with disaster response:  

(1) A duly authorized representative of a news service, newspaper, or radio or television station or 
network.  

(2) An individual who holds a valid livestock pass identification document, as specified.  

Government Code Section 3100 declares all public employees to be disaster service workers subject to such 
disaster service activities as may be assigned to them by their superiors or by law. 

Summary 
This bill would require CalOES to develop a water utility worker identification program to issue identification 
cards to employees of a city, county, city and county, special district, water corporation, or mutual water 
company that provides water utility services to authorize access to an area during or following a flood, storm, 
fire, earthquake, or other disaster for the purpose of protection of public health and safety, preservation of 
life and property, and repair and restoration of water service.  

This bill would require CalOES to prepare and make available an application for water utilities to use to 
request that an individual be issued an identification card and provide an individual with a water utility worker 
identification card upon receipt of the application signed by a duly authorized representative of a water utility 
that includes a statement justifying the need for the individual to receive access to such areas and 
certification by the water utility. The application would be required to indicate that the worker has completed 
appropriate safety training.  

This bill would provide that access to an area closed in accordance with subdivision (a) of Section 409.5 of 
the Penal Code only be granted to a water utility worker identification cardholder by the incident commander, 
a law enforcement o icial having jurisdiction, or their designee. If access is granted by emergency response 
personnel other than the incident commander, the emergency response personnel would be required to 
notify the incident commander that access has been provided to the water utility worker.  

The water utility worker identification card would be valid for five years and renewable upon submission of 
an application for renewal. Water utilities would be responsible for collecting and destroying an identification 
card if a utility worker ceases employment or the job duties change and the identification card is no longer 
appropriate.  

This bill would require CalOES to impose and collect a fee from a water utility for an identification card that 
does not exceed the reasonable costs of issuing the card and administration of the program.  

The bill would provide that Section 409.5 of the Penal Code would not prevent an individual who holds a valid 
water utility worker identification card from entering an enclosed area, unless it would be unsafe for the 
cardholder to enter or the presence of the cardholder would interfere with disaster response. 
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Status 
S.B. 1001 was introduced on February 10, 2026, passed the Senate Committee on Public Safety on April 14, 
2026, and has been placed on the Senate Appropriations Committee suspense file. 

Importance to the Authority 
During emergency situations, such as wildfires and earthquakes, law enforcement o icers will often close 
o  areas to the public to protect public health and safety and allow emergency responders to be the most 
e ective. It is very common for utility workers to need access to those restricted areas to fix damaged critical 
infrastructure and restore vital services. Some agencies do not experience challenges gaining access to 
these areas, but there have been instances where workers have run into issues gaining access which cost 
valuable time. Delays and requests for verification can take hours and further threaten lives and property.  

SB 1001 creates a voluntary, statewide credentialing framework administered by CalOES, upon request by a 
utility employer for essential utility workers who may need access to emergency areas to maintain or restore 
critical infrastructure. This bill would address a challenge of access that Water Authority members may face 
during times of emergency by establishing a recognizable credentialing system. This bill would support faster 
restoration of critical services such as water, power, and gas and strengthen coordination between utilities 
and emergency personnel.    

Guidelines for Taking Positions on Legislation 
A number of controversial bills are introduced in the Congress and in the California Legislature. It is important 
to understand how the Authority takes positions on legislation. 

Policy 
By Agenda Item 7, dated December 12, 2025, the Board adopted the Policy Framework and Fiscal Year 2027 
Policy Action Plan. 

Water Authority's Positions on Legislation 
The Water Authority takes positions on legislation that, if enacted, would impact Water Authority members, 
consistent with Water Authority Board adopted Goals and Objectives in the Strategic Plan, as implemented 
through the Policy Framework and Annual Policy Action Plan.  

The Water Authority may take the following positions on legislation: Oppose, Support, Oppose Unless 
Amended, Support if Amended, Support and Amend, Not Favor, Favor, Not Favor Unless Amended, Favor if 
Amended, Favor and Amend, and Watch (neutral).  

The Water Authority’s sta  and consultants testify and advocate with legislators and sta  through direct 
meetings and coordination of member agency contacts on all positions except Watch, Favor and Not Favor. 
For Favor and Not Favor positions, written communication of the Water Authority’s position is provided to 
the legislator, the Water Authority’s delegation, and relevant Committees.  

Nothing in this section should be read to preclude the Executive Director or his or her delegee from taking an 
informal support or informal oppose position on behalf of the Water Authority that is consistent with the 
Policy Framework and Annual Policy Action Plan, or to preclude the Executive Director from communicating 
a position on emergency legislation after obtaining the concurrence of the Chair, or the Chair’s designee, 
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provided that the Executive Director informs the Board regarding such positions on emergency legislation no 
later than the next regularly scheduled Board meeting. 

Amendment Development Process 
If the Water Authority takes a position contingent on amendments, the Water Authority will typically discuss 
the concepts for the amendments at the meeting. Then Water Authority sta , in consultation with 
Committee and/or Board Members as needed, will develop the amendments after the meeting. 

Information Sharing 
To provide adequate information to the entire Water Authority membership, the Water Authority provides 
legislative updates, posts positions and other information on our website, and sends out advisories and 
alerts on key legislation.  

The Water Authority’s legislative department is available to provide specific information on bills on request 
and Board Members are encouraged to communicate Water Authority positions on priority legislation in 
meetings with legislative sta , consistent with Water Authority policy. The Water Authority’s Water Policy 
Director appreciates being informed by Water Authority members of positions taken by Water Authority 
members on legislation.  
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 13, 2026 

california legislature—2025–26 regular session 

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2214 

Introduced by Assembly Member Jackson 

February 19, 2026 

An act to amend Sections 16521 and 16611 of, and to add Section
16429.5 to 16481.5 to, the Government Code, relating to government 
finance, and making an appropriation therefor. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 2214, as amended, Jackson. Local Agency Investment Fund: 
Community Reinvestment Account. Government finance: deposits.

Existing law provides that all moneys in the Local Agency Investment 
Fund, which is continuously appropriated, is held in trust in the custody 
of the Treasurer and shall be deposited, invested, and reinvested in the 
same manner and to the same extent as if it were state moneys in the 
State Treasury. Existing law authorizes the Treasurer to invest the 
moneys of the fund in prescribed securities and to elect to have the 
moneys in the fund invested through the Surplus Money Investment 
Fund, as specified, so as to achieve the objective of the fund which is 
to realize the maximum return consistent with safe and prudent treasury 
management. 

Existing law requires the Treasurer to invest, or deposit into banks 
and other financial institutions, specified state moneys designated as 
surplus as a part of the Pooled Money Investment Account and 
determined to be available for that purpose by the Pooled Money 
Investment Board. 

Existing law, for purposes of a savings and loan association or credit 
union being eligible to receive deposits of state funds, specifies which 

  

 98   



securities may be accepted as collateral, and includes within that list of 
eligible securities a letter of credit issued by the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of San Francisco that, notwithstanding requirements that a savings 
and loan association or credit union law generally requires banks and 
other financial institutions to deposit with the Treasurer securities in a 
value at least 10% in excess of the amount deposited with the savings 
and loan association or credit union, shall be in an amount in value of 
at least 100% of the amount deposited with the savings and loan 
association or credit union. institution to be eligible to receive deposits 
of state funds, except as specified.

This bill would create within the Local Agency Investment Fund
Pooled Money Investment Account the Community Reinvestment 
Account from which deposits shall be made to institutions that meet 
specified performance standards including verified small business 
lending in underserved census tracts and first-time or first-generation 
home buyer lending. The bill would require the Treasurer to establish 
the percentage of funds, not less than 5% and not exceeding 10%, in 
the Local Agency Investment Fund that shall be transferred transfer $4 
billion from the Pooled Money Investment Account to the Community 
Reinvestment Account. Because the fund is moneys invested and 
reinvested as part of the Pooled Money Investment Account are
continuously appropriated, this bill would make an appropriation. 
Notwithstanding the provisions described above applicable to savings 
and loan associations and credit unions, the bill would authorize a letter 
of credit issued by the Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco 
accepted as collateral above-described securities requirement, this bill 
would instead require securities, for a deposit from the Community 
Reinvestment Account or under the Small Business Lending Time 
Deposit Program, to be in an amount in value of at least 90% of the 
amount deposited with the institution. The bill would require the 
Treasurer to deposit moneys from the Community Reinvestment Account 
with qualified institutions that have committed to specified lending 
activities, including, among other things, that at least 50% of the moneys 
from the account are used for affordable housing lending, as defined 
and specified. The bill would require institutions that receive deposits 
from the Community Reinvestment Account to submit quarterly, 
nonidentifying, performance reports to the Treasurer and the Treasurer 
to publish the data it receives in a publicly available report. 

Vote:   majority 2⁄3.   Appropriation:   yes.  Fiscal committee:   yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

98 
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares that this 
 line 2 measure is intended to utilize the Local Agency Investment Fund 
 line 3 (LAIF) Pooled Money Investment Account as a catalyst for small 
 line 4 business lending, first-time home ownership, affordable housing 
 line 5 lending, and community reinvestment connected to measurable 
 line 6 community lending performance while prioritizing safety, liquidity, 
 line 7 and yield. 
 line 8 SEC. 2. Section 16429.5 is added to the Government Code, 
 line 9 immediately following Section 16429.4, to read: 

 line 10 16429.5.  
 line 11 SEC. 2. Section 16481.5 is added to the Government Code, 
 line 12 immediately following Section 16481.2, to read:
 line 13 16481.5. (a)  There is within the Local Agency Investment 
 line 14 Fund the Community Reinvestment Account from which deposits 
 line 15 shall be made to institutions that meet the performance standards 
 line 16 described in this section. 
 line 17 (b)  For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 
 line 18 (1)  “Affordable housing” means housing affordable to persons 
 line 19 or families of low or moderate income as that term is defined in 
 line 20 Section 50093 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 line 21 (2)  “Underserved census tracts” means a qualified opportunity 
 line 22 zone, as defined in Section 1400Z-1(a) of Title 26 of the United 
 line 23 States Code, that has received a designation pursuant to that 
 line 24 section. 
 line 25 (b) 
 line 26 (c)  The Treasurer shall establish the percentage of funds, not 
 line 27 less than 5 percent and not exceeding 10 percent, in the Local 
 line 28 Agency Investment Fund that shall be transferred transfer four 
 line 29 billion dollars ($4,000,000,000) from the Pooled Money Investment 
 line 30 Account to the Community Reinvestment Account. 
 line 31 (c) 
 line 32 (d)  As determined by the Treasurer and provided in this section, 
 line 33 the account Community Reinvestment Account shall operate with 
 line 34 separate risk controls and liquidity thresholds than the fund,
 line 35 thresholds, provided the account maintains the security of the 
 line 36 principle, maintains daily liquidity access, and provides competitive 
 line 37 market yield. 
 line 38 (d) 
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 line 1 (e)  (1)  The Treasurer shall determine those institutions that are 
 line 2 qualified to receive deposits from the account Community 
 line 3 Reinvestment Account pursuant to the requirements described in 
 line 4 this subdivision. 
 line 5 (2)  A qualified institution shall demonstrate at least one of the 
 line 6 following: 
 line 7 (A)  Verified small business lending in underserved census tracts. 
 line 8 (B)  First-time or first-generation home buyer lending. 
 line 9 (C)  Affordable housing lending. 

 line 10 (C)  A 
 line 11 (D)  Verified status as, or a formal partnership with with, any 
 line 12 of the following: 
 line 13 (i)   A community development financial institution (CDFI). 
 line 14 (ii)  A Small Business Development Center (SBDC). 
 line 15 (iii)  A state-approved nonprofit financial coach. 
 line 16 (D) 
 line 17 (E)  Verified brokerage of financing products, such as silent 
 line 18 second lien disaster mortgages, for homeowners facing 
 line 19 displacement and loss of home ownership seeking to rebuild their 
 line 20 home following disaster. 
 line 21 (3)  Priority for qualification to receive deposits from the account 
 line 22 shall be given to all of the following institutions: 
 line 23 (A)  Minority Depository Institutions (MDIs). 
 line 24 (B)  Community banks serving rural and urban low-wealth areas. 
 line 25 (C)  Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) 
 line 26 with a California lending footprint. 
 line 27 (4)  A qualified institution shall commit to extending or issuing 
 line 28 at least three lines of credit or loans with the deposits received 
 line 29 pursuant to this section. 
 line 30 (5)  An institution qualified based on a formal partnership under 
 line 31 subparagraph (D) of paragraph (2) shall commit to investing at 
 line 32 least 25 percent of any deposits received under this section with 
 line 33 that partner. 
 line 34 (e) 
 line 35 (f)  (1)  Collateralization may be tiered, risk weighted, and 
 line 36 partially credit enhanced using loan guarantees, federal State Small 
 line 37 Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI) funds, or state loss reserves. 
 line 38 (2)  Letters of credit issued by the Federal Home Loan Bank of 
 line 39 San Francisco for a deposit from the Community Reinvestment 
 line 40 Account, which shall be in the form and shall contain provisions 
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 line 1 as the Treasurer may prescribe, and shall include the following 
 line 2 terms: 
 line 3 (A)  The Treasurer shall be the beneficiary of the letter of credit. 
 line 4 (B)  The letter of credit shall be clean and irrevocable, and shall 
 line 5 provide that the Treasurer may draw upon it up to the total amount 
 line 6 in the event of the failure of the institution or if the institution 
 line 7 refuses to permit the withdrawal of funds by the Treasurer or any 
 line 8 other authorized state officer or employee. 
 line 9 (C)  Notwithstanding Section 16611, the letter of credit shall at 

 line 10 all times be in an amount in value of at least 90 percent of the 
 line 11 amount deposited with the institution. 
 line 12 (2)  Notwithstanding Section 16521 or 16611, to be eligible to 
 line 13 receive and retain deposits under this section, an institution shall 
 line 14 deposit with the Treasurer as security for those deposits, securities 
 line 15 listed in Section 16522 or 16612 and approved by the Treasurer, 
 line 16 in an amount in value of at least 90 percent of the amount deposited 
 line 17 with the institution. 
 line 18 (g)  The Treasurer shall deposit moneys from the account with 
 line 19 qualified institutions that have committed to lending activities in 
 line 20 the compliance with the following requirements: 
 line 21 (1)  Not less than 50 percent of moneys from the account shall 
 line 22 be utilized for affordable housing lending activities for affordable 
 line 23 housing projects located in underserved census tracts. Investments 
 line 24 made for affordable housing may have a term of up to five years 
 line 25 and shall accrue interest at a rate equal to the yield on United 
 line 26 States Treasury securities of comparable maturity plus 50 basis 
 line 27 points (0.05 percent). 
 line 28 (2)  Not less than 10 percent of moneys from the account shall 
 line 29 be utilized for lending for homeowners facing displacement and 
 line 30 loss of home ownership seeking to rebuild their home in 
 line 31 underserved census tracts following disaster, including silent 
 line 32 second lien disaster mortgages. 
 line 33 (3)  The remaining moneys from the account shall be utilized 
 line 34 for the following types of lending activities: 
 line 35 (A)  Down payment assistance for first time homebuyers buying 
 line 36 a home located in an underserved census tract. 
 line 37 (B)  Lines of credit to the following types of small businesses 
 line 38 located in underserved census tracts: 
 line 39 (i)  Early-stage, innovation-driven businesses, including software 
 line 40 startups, application developers, artificial intelligence and machine 
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 line 1 learning ventures, biotech prerevenue companies, and clean 
 line 2 technology prototypes. 
 line 3 (ii)  Small construction companies, including residential 
 line 4 subcontractors, independent general contractors, specialty trades, 
 line 5 and renovation companies. 
 line 6 (iii)  Hospitality and food service businesses, including 
 line 7 independent restaurants, food trucks, bars and nightclubs, small 
 line 8 catering companies, and boutique hotels. 
 line 9 (iv)  Independent, brick-and-mortar retail businesses, including 

 line 10 small apparel stores, specialty gift shops, independent bookstores, 
 line 11 convenience stores, and seasonal, pop-up retailers. 
 line 12 (v)  Agricultural and seasonal businesses, including small farms, 
 line 13 organic produce companies, fishing operations, landscaping 
 line 14 companies, and snow removal services. 
 line 15 (vi)  Personal services businesses, including hair salons and 
 line 16 barbershops, nail salons, daycare centers, cleaning services, and 
 line 17 fitness studios. 
 line 18 (vii)  Small transportation businesses, including independent 
 line 19 trucking companies, owner-operator freight carriers, and small 
 line 20 logistics brokers. 
 line 21 (viii)  Businesses owned by historically underbanked 
 line 22 communities, including small grocery stores and corner markets, 
 line 23 ethnic restaurants, auto repair shops, and beauty supply stores. 
 line 24 (f) 
 line 25 (h)  Using federal State Small Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI) 
 line 26 funds or a General Fund appropriation, the Treasurer may do any 
 line 27 of the following: 
 line 28 (1)  Buy down interest rates for qualifying entities. 
 line 29 (2)  Provide loan loss reserves for higher risk but creditworthy 
 line 30 entities. 
 line 31 (3)  Stabilize lending during economic downturns. 
 line 32 (g) 
 line 33 (i)  Institutions that receive deposits from the Community 
 line 34 Reinvestment Account shall submit quarterly, nonidentifying, 
 line 35 performance reports to the Treasurer that include all of the
 line 36 following: information for each of the three categories described 
 line 37 in subdivision (g):
 line 38 (1)  The number and dollar value of all small business loans it 
 line 39 issued. loans or lines of credit issued or extended.
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 line 1 (2)  The number and dollar value of all loans it issued to 
 line 2 first-time home buyers. 
 line 3 (3) 
 line 4 (2)  The geographic distribution of borrowers who received loans
 line 5 described in paragraphs (1) and (2). or lines of credit.
 line 6 (4) 
 line 7 (3)  The interest rates and terms at which the loans described in 
 line 8 paragraphs (1) and (2) were issued. or lines of credit were issued 
 line 9 or extended.

 line 10 (5) 
 line 11 (4)  The outcome or status of the loans described in paragraphs 
 line 12 (1) and (2). or lines of credit.
 line 13 (h) 
 line 14 (j)  The Treasurer shall publish the data received from recipient 
 line 15 institutions pursuant to subdivision (g) (i) in a publicly available 
 line 16 report entitled “Local Agency Investment Fund “The Community 
 line 17 Reinvestment Dashboard.” 
 line 18 SEC. 3. Section 16521 of the Government Code is amended to 
 line 19 read:
 line 20 16521. (a)  To be eligible to receive and retain demand or time 
 line 21 deposits, a bank shall deposit with the Treasurer as security for 
 line 22 such deposits, securities specified in Section 16522, and approved 
 line 23 by the Treasurer, in an amount in value at least 10 percent in excess 
 line 24 of the amount deposited with the bank. Uncollected funds shall be 
 line 25 excluded from the amount deposited in a demand account with a 
 line 26 bank when determining the security requirements for such deposits. 
 line 27 (b)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), to be eligible to receive 
 line 28 and retain demand or time deposits under the Small Business 
 line 29 Lending Time Deposit Program established by the State Treasurer, 
 line 30 a bank shall deposit with the Treasurer as security for such 
 line 31 deposits, securities specified in Section 16522, and approved by 
 line 32 the Treasurer, in an amount in value at least 90 percent of the 
 line 33 amount deposited with the bank. Uncollected funds shall be 
 line 34 excluded from the amount deposited in a demand account with a 
 line 35 bank when determining the security requirements for such deposits. 
 line 36 SEC. 4. Section 16611 of the Government Code is amended to 
 line 37 read:
 line 38 16611. (a)  To be eligible to receive and retain deposits, a 
 line 39 savings and loan association and credit union shall deposit with 
 line 40 the Treasurer as security for deposits, securities specified in Section 
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 line 1 16612, and approved by the Treasurer, in an amount in value at 
 line 2 least 10 percent in excess of the amount deposited with the savings 
 line 3 and loan association or credit union. 
 line 4 (b)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), to be eligible to receive 
 line 5 and retain deposits under the Small Business Lending Time Deposit 
 line 6 Program established by the State Treasurer, a savings and loan 
 line 7 association and credit union shall deposit with the Treasurer as 
 line 8 security for deposits, securities specified in Section 16612, and 
 line 9 approved by the Treasurer, in an amount in value at least 90 

 line 10 percent of the amount deposited with the savings and loan 
 line 11 association or credit union. 

O 
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 16, 2026 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 19, 2026 

california legislature—2025–26 regular session 

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2215 

Introduced by Assembly Member Calderon 
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Jeff Gonzalez) 

(Coauthors: Assembly Members Garcia, Irwin, Michelle Rodriguez, 
and Blanca Rubio) Carrillo, Garcia, Harabedian, Irwin, Macedo, 

Michelle Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, and Wallis)
(Coauthors: Senators Archuleta and Ochoa Bogh) Archuleta, 

Ochoa Bogh, and Valladares)

February 19, 2026 

An act to amend Section 1398 of the Water Code, relating to water. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 2215, as amended, Calderon. Water rights: permits: State Water 
Project. 

The Department of Water Resources operates the State Water 
Resources Development System, commonly referred to as the State 
Water Project. 

Existing law requires that construction work for a project that will 
put appropriated water to beneficial use be commenced, prosecuted 
with due diligence, and completed within the time period specified in 
the water right permit. Existing law authorizes the State Water Resources 
Control Board to extend the deadline specified in the permit to 
commence or complete construction work and to put appropriated water 
to beneficial use for good cause shown. 
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This bill would require that the time periods for the application of 
water to beneficial use and for the completion of construction work for 
specific water right permits held by the Department of Water Resources 
for the operation of the State Water Project be December 31, 2085.
2046.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the 
 line 2 following:
 line 3 (a)  The State Water Project is critical infrastructure that serves 
 line 4 27,000,000 Californians and 750,000 acres of farmland. The State 
 line 5 Water Project is necessary to maintain California’s economy and 
 line 6 quality of life. 
 line 7 (b)  Climate change has caused unprecedented challenges for 
 line 8 the State Water Project, including a diminished snowpack leading 
 line 9 to reduced water runoff and changes in the timing of runoff, severe 

 line 10 drought, groundwater overdraft causing land subsidence, and 
 line 11 extreme atmospheric rivers causing flooding. 
 line 12 (c)  To address the impacts of climate change, the Department 
 line 13 of Water Resources must modernize the State Water Project by 
 line 14 updating its long-term operation guidelines, planning a new point 
 line 15 of diversion for a North Bay Aqueduct Project, working to develop 
 line 16 additional water storage south of the Delta to capture wet year 
 line 17 surplus water for drought-year supplies, and working to construct 
 line 18 the Delta Conveyance Project. Together these efforts will enable 
 line 19 the Department of Water Resources to put the water appropriated 
 line 20 under permits 16477, 16478, 16479, 16480, 16481, and 16482 to 
 line 21 beneficial use in the future. 
 line 22 (d)  A time extension for permits 16477, 16478, 16479, 16480, 
 line 23 16481, and 16482 is necessary to allow the Department of Water 
 line 24 Resources to complete these planning efforts and construction 
 line 25 projects to modernize the State Water Project and make it resilient 
 line 26 to climate change. 
 line 27 (e)  The Department of Water Resources has proceeded with 
 line 28 due diligence and good cause has been shown for the extension 
 line 29 of time contained in this act. 
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 line 1 (f)  Due to the unique circumstances pertaining to the State 
 line 2 Water Project, this act does not set a precedent for any other 
 line 3 permit issued by the State Water Resources Control Board. 
 line 4 (g)  It is the intent of the Legislature that the State Water 
 line 5 Resources Control Board retain its full authority to administer 
 line 6 and enforce permits 16477, 16478, 16479, 16480, 16481, and 
 line 7 16482 and that any future additional time extension for these 
 line 8 permits be considered by the State Water Resources Control Board 
 line 9 through existing administrative process. 

 line 10 SECTION 1.
 line 11 SEC. 2. Section 1398 of the Water Code is amended to read: 
 line 12 1398. (a)  (1)  The period specified in the permit for beginning 
 line 13 construction work, for completion of construction work, for 
 line 14 application of the water to beneficial use, or any or all of these 
 line 15 periods may, for good cause shown, be extended by the board. 
 line 16 (2)  After any hearing on a petition to extend the period or 
 line 17 periods, the board may revoke the permit in accordance with 
 line 18 Section 1410. 
 line 19 (b)  (1)  The time periods for application of water to beneficial 
 line 20 use and for the completion of construction work for water right 
 line 21 permits numbered 16477, 16478, 16479, 16480, 16481, and 16482 
 line 22 held by the Department of Water Resources for the operation of 
 line 23 the State Water Project shall be December 31, 2085. 2046.
 line 24 (2)  This subdivision shall not be construed as an approval of 
 line 25 any proposed modification of physical facilities of the State Water 
 line 26 Project, including the Delta Conveyance Project. 

O 
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2026 

california legislature—2025–26 regular session 

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2216 

Introduced by Assembly Member Aguiar-Curry 

February 19, 2026 

An act to amend Sections 32300, 32301, 32310, 32320, 32330, 32340, 
32350, 32360, 32360.5, 32362, 32363, 32364, 32364.5, and 32376 of,
to amend the heading of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 32320) 
of Division 22.3 of,  to amend the heading of Division 22.3 (commencing 
with Section 32300) of, to amend the heading of Chapter 3 (commencing 
with Section 32320) of Division 22.3 of, and to add Section 32361 to, 
the Public Resources Code, relating to conservation. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 2216, as amended, Aguiar-Curry. Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Conservancy. 

Existing law establishes in the Natural Resources Agency the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy. Existing law requires the 
conservancy to act as a primary state agency to implement ecosystem 
restoration in the Delta and to support efforts that advance environmental 
protection and the economic well-being of Delta residents. Existing law 
specifies the composition of the governing board of the conservancy 
and requires liaison advisers to serve in an advisory, nonvoting capacity. 
Existing law requires the conservancy to prepare and adopt a strategic 
plan to achieve the goals of the conservancy and requires the strategic 
plan to be consistent with certain plans. Existing law authorizes the 
conservancy to engage in partnerships with nonprofit organizations, 
local public agencies, and landowners, and authorizes the conservancy 
to provide grants and loans to state agencies, local public agencies, and 
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nonprofit organizations to further the goals of the conservancy. Existing 
law establishes the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy Fund 
in the State Treasury. Existing law makes moneys in the fund available, 
upon appropriation by the Legislature, for purposes of these provisions. 

This bill would expand the area covered by the conservancy to include 
the Valley, as defined. The bill would rename the conservancy the 
Valley and Delta Conservancy, rename the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta Conservancy Fund the Valley and Delta Conservancy Fund, and 
make conforming changes. The bill would add 2 additional liaison 
advisers, who are designees of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and the 
San Joaquin River Conservancy, respectively. The bill would require 
funds to be allocated for activities in the Valley only if there is an 
appropriation for that purpose. The bill would also authorize the 
conservancy to engage in partnerships with, and to award grants and 
loans to, tribal organizations. The bill would establish the Valley 
Program, under the administration of the conservancy, to support efforts 
that advance the environmental protection and the economic well-being 
of Valley residents. 

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. The heading of Division 22.3 (commencing with 
 line 2 Section 32300) of the Public Resources Code is amended to read: 
 line 3 
 line 4 DIVISION 22.3.  VALLEY AND DELTA CONSERVANCY 
 line 5 
 line 6 SEC. 2. Section 32300 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 7 amended to read: 
 line 8 32300. This division shall be known, and may be cited, as the 
 line 9 Valley and Delta Conservancy Act. 

 line 10 SEC. 3. Section 32301 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 11 amended to read: 
 line 12 32301. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: 
 line 13 (a)  The Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley and the Delta, to which 
 line 14 the tributaries, rivers, sloughs, and channels in the Valley drain, 
 line 15 are unique natural resources of local, state, and national 
 line 16 significance. 
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 line 1 (b)  At 1,300 square miles, the Delta is the largest estuary on the 
 line 2 west coast of North and South America. Its tributaries, rivers, and 
 line 3 labyrinths of sloughs and channels are home to 750 species of 
 line 4 plants and wildlife, as well as 55 species of fish, provide habitat 
 line 5 for 700 native plant and animal species, and are part of the Pacific 
 line 6 Flyway. 
 line 7 (c)  The Delta also faces many environmental challenges, such 
 line 8 as land subsidence, pressure on native species, altered water flow, 
 line 9 and habitat conversion. 

 line 10 (d)  The Delta contains more than 500,000 acres of agricultural 
 line 11 land, with unique soils, and farmers who are creative and utilize 
 line 12 innovative agriculture, such as carbon sequestration crops, 
 line 13 subsidence reversal crops, wildlife-friendly crops, and crops direct 
 line 14 for marketing to the large urban populations nearby. 
 line 15 (e)  The Valley provides critical habitat and ecological value to 
 line 16 the State of California. Home to unique habitat and species, it is 
 line 17 a crucial part of the Pacific Flyway and holds critical habitat for 
 line 18 many species in decline, including the western monarch butterfly. 
 line 19 (f)  The Valley faces many environmental challenges, such as 
 line 20 land fallowing, water scarcity, invasive species, destruction of 
 line 21 habitat, and fire risks. The Valley also faces environmental justice 
 line 22 challenges, including access to clean, safe, and affordable drinking 
 line 23 water, lack of green space, exposure to pollutants and toxins, 
 line 24 degraded air quality, and inequitable access to recreation. 
 line 25 (g)  The Valley, Delta, and Suisun Marsh provide numerous 
 line 26 opportunities for recreation, such as boating, camping, kayaking, 
 line 27 fishing, hiking, birding, and hunting. Urban areas occur throughout 
 line 28 the Valley and the areas surrounding the Delta, making it important 
 line 29 to provide access to this region for all. 
 line 30 (h)  The Delta’s history is rich with a distinct natural, agricultural, 
 line 31 and cultural heritage. It is home to the community of Locke, the 
 line 32 only town in the United States built primarily by early Chinese 
 line 33 immigrants. Other legacy communities include Bethel Island, 
 line 34 Clarksburg, Courtland, Freeport, Hood, Isleton, Knightsen, Rio 
 line 35 Vista, Ryde, and Walnut Grove. 
 line 36 (i)  The Valley and Delta are the ancestral home to many tribes, 
 line 37 including the Maidu, Miwok, and Yokut tribes, and hold cultural 
 line 38 significance to tribes throughout the state. 
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 line 1 (j)  The Delta is home to more than 500,000 people and 200,000 
 line 2 jobs, and contributes over thirty-five billion dollars 
 line 3 ($35,000,000,000) to the state’s economy. 
 line 4 (k)  In addition, the Delta provides water to more than 25 million
 line 5 25,000,000 Californians and three million 3,000,000 acres of 
 line 6 agricultural land. It supports a four hundred billion dollar
 line 7 four-hundred-billion-dollar ($400,000,000,000) economy and is 
 line 8 traversed by energy, communications, and transportation facilities 
 line 9 vital to the economic health of California. 

 line 10 (l)  Together, the Valley and Delta create a complex, interrelated 
 line 11 ecosystem that is essential to the State of California and its 
 line 12 conservation, equity, and climate goals. 
 line 13 (m)  The State of California has a commitment, and recognizes 
 line 14 that it is in the best interest of the people of California, to fight 
 line 15 climate change, protect biodiversity, achieve the state’s 30x30 
 line 16 goals, as defined in Section 71450, implement nature-based climate 
 line 17 solutions, create equity, create access to California resources for 
 line 18 all, and ensure equitable access to the outdoors, among other 
 line 19 priorities. 
 line 20 (n)  A Valley and Delta Conservancy can support efforts that 
 line 21 advance both the environmental protection and economic 
 line 22 well-being of Valley and Delta residents in a complementary 
 line 23 manner and in coordination with relevant local, state, and federal 
 line 24 agencies, including other state conservancies and the Delta 
 line 25 Protection Commission, including all of the following: 
 line 26 (1)  Protect, enhance, and restore ecosystem function and habitat. 
 line 27 (2)  Support on-farm activities that contribute to wildlife habitat 
 line 28 and provide multiple conservation benefits. 
 line 29 (3)  Protect and preserve agriculture and working landscapes. 
 line 30 (4)  Provide increased opportunities for tourism and recreation. 
 line 31 (5)  Promote Delta legacy communities and economic vitality 
 line 32 in the Delta in coordination with the Delta Protection Commission. 
 line 33 (6)  Increase the resilience of the Valley and Delta to the effects 
 line 34 of climate change and natural disasters, such as floods, droughts, 
 line 35 wildfires, and earthquakes. 
 line 36 (7)  Protect and improve water quality. 
 line 37 (8)  Assist the regional economy through the operation of the 
 line 38 conservancy’s program, including, but not limited to, supporting 
 line 39 workforce development. 
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 line 1 (9)  Identify priority projects and initiatives for which funding 
 line 2 is needed. 
 line 3 (10)  Protect, conserve, and restore the region’s physical, 
 line 4 agricultural, cultural, historical, and living resources. 
 line 5 (11)  Assist local entities in the implementation of their habitat 
 line 6 conservation plans and natural community conservation plans. 
 line 7 (12)  Promote environmental education. 
 line 8 SEC. 4. Section 32310 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 9 amended to read: 

 line 10 32310. For the purposes of this division, the following terms 
 line 11 have the following meanings: 
 line 12 (a)  “Board” means the governing board of the Valley and Delta 
 line 13 Conservancy. 
 line 14 (b)  “Conservancy” means the Valley and Delta Conservancy. 
 line 15 (c)  “Delta” means the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta as 
 line 16 described in Section 12220 of the Water Code. 
 line 17 (d)  “Fund” means the Valley and Delta Conservancy Fund 
 line 18 created pursuant to Section 32360. 
 line 19 (e)  “Local public agency” means a city, county, special district, 
 line 20 or joint powers authority. 
 line 21 (f)  “Natural lands” has the same meaning as defined in Section 
 line 22 9001.5. 
 line 23 (g)  “Nonprofit organization” means a private, nonprofit 
 line 24 organization that qualifies for exempt status under Section 
 line 25 501(c)(3) of Title 26 of the United States Code and that has among 
 line 26 its principal charitable purposes preservation of land for scientific, 
 line 27 recreational, scenic, or open-space opportunities, protection of the 
 line 28 natural environment, preservation or enhancement of wildlife, 
 line 29 preservation of cultural and historical resources, or efforts to 
 line 30 provide for the enjoyment of public lands. 
 line 31 (h)  “Suisun Marsh” means the area defined in Section 29101 
 line 32 and protected by Division 19 (commencing with Section 29000). 
 line 33 (i)  “Tribal organization” has the same meaning as defined in 
 line 34 Section 33302. 
 line 35 (j)  “Valley” means the lands within the Counties of Yolo, 
 line 36 Sacramento, Solano, and San Joaquin that are outside of the Delta. 
 line 37 (k)  “Working lands” has the same meaning as defined in Section 
 line 38 9001.5. 
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 line 1 SEC. 5. The heading of Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 
 line 2 32320) of Division 22.3 of the Public Resources Code is amended 
 line 3 to read: 
 line 4 
 line 5 Chapter  3.  Valley and Delta Conservancy 

 line 6 
 line 7 SEC. 6. Section 32320 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 8 amended to read: 
 line 9 32320. There is in the Natural Resources Agency the Valley 

 line 10 and Delta Conservancy, which is created as a state agency to work 
 line 11 in collaboration and cooperation with local governments and 
 line 12 interested parties. 
 line 13 SEC. 7. Section 32330 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 14 amended to read: 
 line 15 32330. The board shall consist of 11 voting members and two 
 line 16 nonvoting members, appointed or designated as follows: 
 line 17 (a)  The 11 voting members of the board shall consist of all of 
 line 18 the following: 
 line 19 (1)  The Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency, or their 
 line 20 designee. 
 line 21 (2)  The Director of Finance, or their designee. 
 line 22 (3)  One member of the board or a designee who is appointed 
 line 23 by the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors, who is a resident 
 line 24 of that county. 
 line 25 (4)  One member of the board or a designee who is appointed 
 line 26 by the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors, who is a resident 
 line 27 of that county. 
 line 28 (5)  One member of the board or a designee who is appointed 
 line 29 by the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors, who is a resident 
 line 30 of that county. 
 line 31 (6)  One member of the board or a designee who is appointed 
 line 32 by the Solano County Board of Supervisors, who is a resident of 
 line 33 that county. 
 line 34 (7)  One member of the board or a designee who is appointed 
 line 35 by the Yolo County Board of Supervisors, who is a resident of that 
 line 36 county. 
 line 37 (8)  Two public members appointed by the Governor, subject to 
 line 38 confirmation by the Senate. 
 line 39 (9)  One public member appointed by the Senate Committee on 
 line 40 Rules. 
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 line 1 (10)  One public member appointed by the Speaker of the 
 line 2 Assembly. 
 line 3 (b)  The two nonvoting members shall consist of a Member of 
 line 4 the Senate, appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules, and a 
 line 5 Member of the Assembly, appointed by the Speaker of the 
 line 6 Assembly. The members appointed under this subdivision shall 
 line 7 meet with the conservancy and participate in its activities to the 
 line 8 extent that this participation is not incompatible with their positions 
 line 9 as Members of the Legislature. The appointed members shall 

 line 10 represent a district that encompasses a portion of the Delta. 
 line 11 (c)  Twelve liaison advisers who shall serve in an advisory, 
 line 12 nonvoting capacity shall consist of all of the following: 
 line 13 (1)  One representative of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
 line 14 Service, designated by the United States Secretary of the Interior. 
 line 15 (2)  One representative of the United States National Marine 
 line 16 Fisheries Service, designated by the United States Secretary of 
 line 17 Commerce. 
 line 18 (3)  One representative of the United States Bureau of 
 line 19 Reclamation, designated by the United States Secretary of the 
 line 20 Interior. 
 line 21 (4)  One representative of the United States Army Corps of 
 line 22 Engineers, designated by the Commanding Officer, United States 
 line 23 Army Corps of Engineers, South Pacific Division. 
 line 24 (5)  A designee of the San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
 line 25 Development Commission for coordination purposes. 
 line 26 (6)  A designee of the State Coastal Conservancy for coordination 
 line 27 purposes. 
 line 28 (7)  A designee of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy for 
 line 29 coordination purposes. 
 line 30 (8)  A designee of the San Joaquin River Conservancy for 
 line 31 coordination purposes. 
 line 32 (9)  A designee of the Suisun Resource Conservation District 
 line 33 for coordination purposes. 
 line 34 (10)  A designee of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board. 
 line 35 (11)  A designee of the Yolo Basin Foundation. 
 line 36 (12)  A designee of the Delta Protection Commission. 
 line 37 (d)  The public members appointed by the Governor shall serve 
 line 38 for a term of four years, with a two-term limit. 
 line 39 (e)  The locally appointed members and alternates shall serve at 
 line 40 the pleasure of the appointing board of supervisors. 
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 line 1 (f)  The public members appointed by the Senate Committee on 
 line 2 Rules or the Speaker of the Assembly shall serve for a term of four 
 line 3 years, with a two-term limit. 
 line 4 (g)  The Members of the Senate and Assembly shall serve at the 
 line 5 pleasure of the appointing body. 
 line 6 (h)  Alternates for members appointed pursuant to paragraphs 
 line 7 (3) to (7), inclusive, of subdivision (a) may be appointed by the 
 line 8 respective county boards of supervisors. 
 line 9 SEC. 8. Section 32340 of the Public Resources Code is 

 line 10 amended to read: 
 line 11 32340. The board shall maintain a headquarters office, and 
 line 12 may open satellite offices, within the areas under the conservancy’s 
 line 13 jurisdiction or the counties that those areas are within, or in the 
 line 14 City of Sacramento, in the number and location applicable to the 
 line 15 conservancy’s work under the direction of the board to the extent 
 line 16 that funding is available. The conservancy may rent or own real 
 line 17 and personal property and equipment pursuant to applicable statutes 
 line 18 and regulations. 
 line 19 SEC. 9. Section 32350 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 20 amended to read: 
 line 21 32350. The board shall hold its regular meetings within the 
 line 22 areas under the conservancy’s jurisdiction and shall rotate the 
 line 23 location of the meetings among the different counties within those 
 line 24 areas. 
 line 25 SEC. 10. Section 32360 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 26 amended to read: 
 line 27 32360. (a)  Except as specified in Section 32360.5, the 
 line 28 jurisdiction and activities of the conservancy are limited to the 
 line 29 Valley, Delta, and Suisun Marsh. 
 line 30 (b)  (1)  The Valley and Delta Conservancy Fund is hereby 
 line 31 created in the State Treasury. Moneys in the fund shall be available, 
 line 32 upon appropriation by the Legislature, only for the purposes of 
 line 33 this division. 
 line 34 (2)  Funds provided for ecosystem restoration and enhancement 
 line 35 shall be available for ecosystem restoration projects consistent 
 line 36 with the conservancy’s strategic plan adopted pursuant to Section 
 line 37 32376. 
 line 38 (3)  Funds may be allocated to a separate program within the 
 line 39 conservancy for economic sustainability in the Valley and Delta. 
 line 40 The economic sustainability plan adopted pursuant to Section 
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 line 1 29759 shall be the basis for the program. Funds provided to the 
 line 2 conservancy to implement ecosystem restoration projects pursuant 
 line 3 to the Bay Delta Conservation Plan shall only be used for 
 line 4 ecosystem restoration purposes. 
 line 5 (4)  Funds shall only be allocated for activities in the Valley if 
 line 6 there is an appropriation by the Legislature for that purpose. Funds 
 line 7 that have already been appropriated to the conservancy for activities 
 line 8 in the Delta or the Suisun Marsh shall be used in compliance with 
 line 9 the conditions of those appropriations and for activities only in 

 line 10 those areas. 
 line 11 SEC. 11. Section 32360.5 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 12 amended to read: 
 line 13 32360.5. (a)  In furtherance of the conservancy’s mission and 
 line 14 role in implementing the Delta Plan and other relevant plans within 
 line 15 the areas under the conservancy’s jurisdiction, the conservancy 
 line 16 may take or fund an action outside those areas if the board makes 
 line 17 all of the following findings: 
 line 18 (a) 
 line 19 (1)  The project implements the goals of the conservancy, the 
 line 20 Delta Plan, and other relevant plans within the areas under the 
 line 21 conservancy’s jurisdiction. 
 line 22 (b) 
 line 23 (2)  The project is consistent with the requirements of any 
 line 24 applicable state and federal permits. 
 line 25 (c) 
 line 26 (3)  The conservancy has given notice to and reviewed any 
 line 27 comments received from affected local jurisdictions, local agencies, 
 line 28 and state agencies. 
 line 29 (d) 
 line 30 (4)  The conservancy has given notice to and reviewed any 
 line 31 comments received from any state conservancy where the project 
 line 32 is located. 
 line 33 (e) 
 line 34 (5)  The project will provide significant benefits to the lands 
 line 35 within the areas under the conservancy’s jurisdiction. 
 line 36 (b)  (1)  For purposes of this section, “other relevant plans” 
 line 37 includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
 line 38 (A)  Delta Protection Commission’s Land Use and Resource 
 line 39 Management Plan. 
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 line 1 (B)  Delta Protection Commission’s Economic Sustainability 
 line 2 Plan for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 
 line 3 (C)  Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Adapts: Creating a 
 line 4 Climate Resilient Future Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Climate 
 line 5 Change Adaptation Plan. 
 line 6 (D)  Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Levees Investment 
 line 7 Strategy. 
 line 8 (E)  Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy. 
 line 9 (F)  California’s Nature-Based Solutions Climate Targets. 

 line 10 (G)  Any community action plans for legacy communities or 
 line 11 relevant local plans. 
 line 12 (2)  “Other relevant plans” includes updates and plan transitions 
 line 13 for all of the plans listed in paragraph (1). 
 line 14 SEC. 12. Section 32361 is added to the Public Resources Code, 
 line 15 to read: 
 line 16 32361. The Valley Program is hereby established, under the 
 line 17 administration of the conservancy, to support efforts that advance 
 line 18 the environmental protection and the economic well-being of 
 line 19 Valley residents. The program shall support conservancy activities 
 line 20 in the Valley, which may include, but are not limited to, activities 
 line 21 to do any of the following: 
 line 22 (a)  Protect, enhance, and restore ecosystem function and habitat. 
 line 23 (b)  Support on-farm activities that contribute to wildlife habitat 
 line 24 and provide multiple conservation benefits. 
 line 25 (c)  Protect and preserve Valley agriculture and natural and 
 line 26 working lands. 
 line 27 (d)  Provide increased opportunities for tourism and recreation 
 line 28 in the Valley. 
 line 29 (e)  Promote Valley legacy communities and economic vitality. 
 line 30 (f)  Advance workforce development. 
 line 31 (g)  Increase the resilience of the Valley to the effects of climate 
 line 32 change and natural disasters such as floods, droughts, wildfires, 
 line 33 and earthquakes. 
 line 34 (h)  Protect and improve water quality. 
 line 35 (i)  Assist the regional economy. 
 line 36 (j)  Identify priority projects and initiatives for which funding 
 line 37 is needed. 
 line 38 (k)  Protect, conserve, and restore the region’s physical, 
 line 39 agricultural, cultural, historical, and living resources. 
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 line 1 (l)  Assist local entities in the implementation of their habitat 
 line 2 conservation plans and natural community conservation plans. 
 line 3 (m)  Promote environmental education. 
 line 4 SEC. 13. Section 32362 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 5 amended to read: 
 line 6 32362. The conservancy may engage in partnerships with 
 line 7 nonprofit organizations, tribal organizations, local public agencies, 
 line 8 and landowners. 
 line 9 SEC. 14. Section 32363 of the Public Resources Code is 

 line 10 amended to read: 
 line 11 32363. In implementing this division, the conservancy shall 
 line 12 cooperate and consult with the city or county in which a grant is 
 line 13 proposed to be expended or an interest in real property is proposed 
 line 14 to be acquired, and shall, as necessary or appropriate, coordinate 
 line 15 its efforts with other state agencies, in cooperation with the 
 line 16 Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency. The conservancy shall, 
 line 17 as necessary or appropriate, cooperate and consult with a public 
 line 18 water system, levee, flood control, or drainage agency or resource 
 line 19 conservation district that owns or operates facilities, including 
 line 20 lands appurtenant to those facilities, where a grant is proposed to 
 line 21 be expended or an interest in land is proposed to be acquired. 
 line 22 SEC. 15. Section 32364 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 23 amended to read: 
 line 24 32364. (a)  The conservancy may require a grantee to enter 
 line 25 into an agreement with the conservancy on terms and conditions 
 line 26 specified by the conservancy. 
 line 27 (b)  The conservancy may require a cost-share or local funding 
 line 28 requirement for a grant. The conservancy may make that cost-share 
 line 29 or local funding requirement contingent upon the total amount of 
 line 30 funding available, the fiscal resources of the applicant, or urgency 
 line 31 of the project. The conservancy may waive cost-share requirements. 
 line 32 (c)  The conservancy may pay grantees at their full federally 
 line 33 allocated cost allocation rate or other certified cost allocation rate, 
 line 34 when there is no conflict with any applicable laws. 
 line 35 (d)  The conservancy may make advance payments in accordance 
 line 36 with policy set by the board to ensure that moneys are used 
 line 37 properly and in accordance with grant agreements. 
 line 38 (e)  The conservancy may fund or award grants for plans and 
 line 39 feasibility studies consistent with its strategic plan, the Delta Plan, 
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 line 1 or other relevant plans within the areas under the conservancy’s 
 line 2 jurisdiction. 
 line 3 (f)  The conservancy may seek repayment or reimbursement of 
 line 4 funds granted on terms and conditions it deems appropriate. The 
 line 5 proceeds of repayment shall be deposited in the fund. 
 line 6 (g)  The conservancy may require any funds that exceed the 
 line 7 costs of eligible or approved projects or of acquisition to be 
 line 8 returned to the conservancy, to be available for expenditure when 
 line 9 appropriated by the Legislature. 

 line 10 (h)  (1)  For purposes of this section, “other relevant plans” 
 line 11 includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
 line 12 (A)  Delta Protection Commission’s Land Use and Resource 
 line 13 Management Plan. 
 line 14 (B)  Delta Protection Commission’s Economic Sustainability 
 line 15 Plan for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 
 line 16 (C)  Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Adapts: Creating a 
 line 17 Climate Resilient Future Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Climate 
 line 18 Change Adaptation Plan. 
 line 19 (D)  Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Levees Investment 
 line 20 Strategy. 
 line 21 (E)  Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy. 
 line 22 (F)  California’s Nature-Based Solutions Climate Targets. 
 line 23 (G)  Any community action plans for legacy communities or 
 line 24 relevant local plans. 
 line 25 (2)  “Other relevant plans” includes updates and plan transitions 
 line 26 for all of the plans listed in paragraph (1). 
 line 27 SEC. 16. Section 32364.5 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 28 amended to read: 
 line 29 32364.5. (a)  The conservancy may provide grants and loans 
 line 30 to state agencies, local public agencies, nonprofit organizations, 
 line 31 and tribal organizations to further the goals of the conservancy. 
 line 32 (b)  An entity applying for a grant from the conservancy to 
 line 33 acquire an interest in real property shall specify all of the following 
 line 34 in the grant application: 
 line 35 (1)  The intended use of the property. 
 line 36 (2)  The manner in which the land will be managed. 
 line 37 (3)  How the cost of ongoing operations, maintenance, and 
 line 38 management will be provided, including an analysis of the 
 line 39 maintaining entity’s financial capacity to support those ongoing 
 line 40 costs. 
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 line 1 (4)  Grantees shall demonstrate, where applicable, how they will 
 line 2 provide payments in lieu of taxes, assessments, or charges 
 line 3 otherwise due to local government. 
 line 4 SEC. 17. Section 32376 of the Public Resources Code is 
 line 5 amended to read: 
 line 6 32376. (a)  The board shall prepare, adopt, and update as 
 line 7 necessary a strategic plan to achieve the goals of the conservancy. 
 line 8 The plan shall describe its interaction with local, regional, state, 
 line 9 and federal land use, recreation, water and flood management, and 

 line 10 habitat conservation and protection efforts within and adjacent to 
 line 11 the Delta and Valley. The strategic plan shall establish priorities 
 line 12 and criteria for projects and programs, based upon an assessment 
 line 13 of program requirements, institutional capabilities, and funding 
 line 14 needs throughout the Delta and Valley. The strategic plan shall be 
 line 15 consistent with the Delta Plan, the Delta Protection Commission’s 
 line 16 resources management plan, the Central Valley Flood Protection 
 line 17 Plan, the Suisun Marsh Preservation Act of 1977 (Division 19 
 line 18 (commencing with Section 29000)), the Habitat Management, 
 line 19 Preservation and Restoration Plan for the Suisun Marsh, and other 
 line 20 relevant plans within the areas under the conservancy’s jurisdiction. 
 line 21 (b)  (1)  For purposes of this section, “other relevant plans” 
 line 22 includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
 line 23 (A)  Delta Protection Commission’s Land Use and Resource 
 line 24 Management Plan. 
 line 25 (B)  Delta Protection Commission’s Economic Sustainability 
 line 26 Plan for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 
 line 27 (C)  Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Adapts: Creating a 
 line 28 Climate Resilient Future Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Climate 
 line 29 Change Adaptation Plan. 
 line 30 (D)  Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Levees Investment 
 line 31 Strategy. 
 line 32 (E)  Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy. 
 line 33 (F)  California’s Nature-Based Solutions Climate Targets. 
 line 34 (G)  Any community action plans for legacy communities or 
 line 35 relevant local plans. 
 line 36 (2)  “Other relevant plans” includes updates and plan transitions 
 line 37 for all of the plans listed in paragraph (1). 

O 
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2026 

california legislature—2025–26 regular session 

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2447 

Introduced by Assembly Member Bauer-Kahan 

February 20, 2026 

An act to add Chapter 29 (commencing with Section 16300) to 
Division 7 of the Water Code, relating to water. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 2447, as amended, Bauer-Kahan. Water Supply Protection Water: 
Nitrogen Pollution Reduction Act. 

Under existing law, the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, 
the State Water Resources Control Board and the California regional 
water quality control boards are the principal state agencies with 
authority over matters relating to water quality. The act requires the 
state board to formulate and adopt state policies for water quality control 
and requires the regional boards to adopt regional water quality control 
plans in compliance with the state policies. Under the act, the state 
board and the regional boards prescribe waste discharge requirements 
for the discharge of waste that could affect the quality of the waters of 
the state. 

This bill would require the State Water Resources Control Board to 
require the regional boards to update the Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
Program in order to reduce nitrogen waste discharges from commercial 
irrigated agricultural areas, as provided. The bill would require the 
regional boards to adopt revised orders with waste discharge 
requirements on or before January 1, 2028, that are sufficient to meet 
certain reductions in nitrogen waste discharges. The bill would require 
the state board to, on or before July 1, 2027, publish both a list of 
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standardized crop names and categories, and a statewide methodology 
for calculating, and field-level reporting of, nitrogen balances for 
croplands, including nitrogen fertilizer applications and nitrogen 
discharges, that account for available soil nitrogen, to be used by the 
regional boards and incorporated into the revised orders. The bill would 
require the state board, on or before January 1, 2031, and in coordination 
with the regional boards, to submit a report to the relevant policy 
committees of the Legislature on progress achieved in implementing 
these requirements, including data on the extent of progress made toward 
reducing nitrogen waste discharges, as provided. 

Existing law establishes the Department of Water Resources within 
the Natural Resources Agency and vests it with various powers and 
duties related to water. 

The bill would, upon appropriation of funds by the Legislature, require 
the state board to convene a Safer Fertilizer Task Force in coordination 
with the Department of Food and Agriculture to establish best available 
technology standards for nitrogen-based fertilizers. The bill would 
require the task force to include persons representing organizations 
focused on climate-resilient or sustainable agriculture, water quality 
protection, public health, and biodiversity, as well as persons 
representing academic institutions, agricultural producers, the fertilizer 
industry, and appropriate state or local agencies. The bill would require 
the task force to consult with the Fertilizer Inspection Advisory Board’s 
Technical Advisory Subcommittee in developing those best available 
technology standards. 

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. Chapter 29 (commencing with Section 16300) 
 line 2 is added to Division 7 of the Water Code, to read: 
 line 3 
 line 4 Chapter  29.  Water Supply Protection Nitrogen 

 line 5 Pollution Reduction Act 

 line 6 
 line 7 16300. This act shall be known, and may be cited, as the Water 
 line 8 Supply Protection Nitrogen Pollution Reduction Act. 
 line 9 16302. (a)  The state board shall require the regional boards 

 line 10 to update the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program in order to reduce 
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 line 1 nitrogen waste discharges from commercial irrigated agricultural 
 line 2 lands so that by January 1, 2030, those lands do not cause or 
 line 3 contribute to both either of the following: 
 line 4 (1)  Exceedances of the maximum contaminant level for nitrate, 
 line 5 as set forth in Section 64431 of Title 22 of the California Code of
 line 6 Regulations. Regulations, for waters designated for municipal and 
 line 7 domestic supply.
 line 8 (2)  Exceedances of a water quality objective or total maximum 
 line 9 daily load for nitrate, as set forth in applicable approved basin 

 line 10 plans. 
 line 11 (b)  Consistent with Section 13263, the regional boards shall 
 line 12 adopt revised orders with waste discharge requirements on or 
 line 13 before January 1, 2028, that are sufficient to meet the reductions 
 line 14 in nitrogen waste discharge described in subdivision (a) and shall 
 line 15 include both of the following: 
 line 16 (1)  Quantitative limits on nitrogen fertilizer application and 
 line 17 nitrogen discharge implemented through an adaptive irrigation 
 line 18 and nutrient management plan designed to minimize nitrogen 
 line 19 discharge. 
 line 20 (2)  Sufficient procedures to ensure compliance with the limits 
 line 21 described in paragraph (1), which may include, but is not limited 
 line 22 to, verification by a certified crop advisor or cooperative or 
 line 23 independent monitoring program, cross-referencing fertilizer 
 line 24 application information with fertilizer sales information, and water 
 line 25 quality or soil testing. 
 line 26 (c)  The orders described in subdivision (b) may include, if they 
 line 27 are designed to meet the reductions in nitrogen waste discharge 
 line 28 described in subdivision (a), any of the following: include any of 
 line 29 the following elements, provided the elements are designed to meet 
 line 30 the reductions in nitrogen waste discharge described in subdivision 
 line 31 (a):
 line 32 (1)  Provisions to encourage increased participation in programs 
 line 33 designed to reduce nitrogen waste and greenhouse gas emissions 
 line 34 from agriculture and improve soil health, including, but not limited 
 line 35 to, the Healthy Soils Program, the Organic Transition Pilot 
 line 36 Program, and the State Water Efficiency and Enhancement 
 line 37 Program. 
 line 38 (2)  Standardized figures estimating reductions in nitrogen 
 line 39 discharge for certain sustainable farming practices based on the 
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 line 1 best available science, including practices supported by programs 
 line 2 described in paragraph (1). 
 line 3 (3)  Credits or discount factors based on the standardized figures 
 line 4 in paragraph (1), which may be accounted for in meeting the 
 line 5 requirements of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b). 
 line 6 (4)  Interim limits on nitrogen pollution that accommodate 
 line 7 regional differences in agricultural production or surface or 
 line 8 groundwater quality. 
 line 9 (5)  Alternative or streamlined compliance pathways for small 

 line 10 and diversified farms of fewer than 50 acres, including simplified 
 line 11 monitoring and reporting procedures as well as forms published 
 line 12 in languages spoken by small farmer operators, including, but not 
 line 13 limited to, Spanish, Hmong, Mandarin, and Punjabi. 
 line 14 (d)  Consistent with existing law and regulations, the state board 
 line 15 may adjust its fee schedule for the Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
 line 16 Program to cover the cost of the state board and regional boards 
 line 17 in implementing this update to the program. Any adjustment to 
 line 18 the fee schedule by the state board shall not include discounts on 
 line 19 a per-acre basis for larger farms, which have the effect of smaller 
 line 20 farms paying higher per-acre fees than larger farms. 
 line 21 (e)  (1)  On or before July 1, 2027, the state board shall publish 
 line 22 both a list of standardized crop names and categories, and a 
 line 23 statewide methodology for calculating, and field-level reporting 
 line 24 of, nitrogen balances for croplands, including nitrogen fertilizer 
 line 25 applications and nitrogen discharges, that shall account for 
 line 26 available soil nitrogen, to be used by the regional boards and 
 line 27 incorporated into the orders described in subdivision (b). 
 line 28 (2)  The field-level data produced by the field-level reporting 
 line 29 described in paragraph (1) shall be made publicly available. 
 line 30 (f)  On or before January 1, 2031, the state board, in coordination 
 line 31 with the regional boards, shall submit a report to the relevant policy 
 line 32 committees of the Legislature, in compliance with Section 9795 
 line 33 of the Government Code, on progress achieved in implementing 
 line 34 this chapter, including data on the extent of progress made toward 
 line 35 meeting the reductions in nitrogen waste discharges through the 
 line 36 update to the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program as described in 
 line 37 subdivision (a). 
 line 38 (g)  Nothing in this section is intended to weaken existing water 
 line 39 quality protections in this division. In the event of a conflict 
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 line 1 between the provisions of this section and any other law, the more 
 line 2 stringent provision shall prevail. 
 line 3 (h)  For purposes of this section, commercial irrigated 
 line 4 agricultural lands shall include, but are not limited to, lands that 
 line 5 are irrigated to produce crops or pasture for commercial purposes 
 line 6 with one or more of the following characteristics: 
 line 7 (1)  The landowner or operator holds a current operator 
 line 8 identification number or permit number for pesticide use reporting. 
 line 9 (2)  The crop is sold to a third party, including, but not limited 

 line 10 to, any of the following: 
 line 11 (A)  An industry cooperative. 
 line 12 (B)  A harvest crew or company. 
 line 13 (C)  A direct marketing location, including a farmers’ market. 
 line 14 (3)  The landowner or operator files federal taxes using the 
 line 15 Internal Revenue Service Schedule F (Form 1040) for Profit or 
 line 16 Loss From Farming. 
 line 17 16304. (a)  It is the policy of the state to encourage fertilizer 
 line 18 companies to increase research, investment, and sale of more 
 line 19 efficient fertilizer technologies to protect water supplies, reduce 
 line 20 nitrate leaching, and reduce nitrous oxide emissions. 
 line 21 (b)  Upon appropriation of funds by the Legislature, and in 
 line 22 furtherance of the policy described in subdivision (a), the state 
 line 23 board shall convene a Safer Fertilizer Task Force in coordination 
 line 24 with the Department of Food and Agriculture to establish best 
 line 25 available technology standards for nitrogen-based fertilizers. 
 line 26 (c)  The Safer Fertilizer Task Force shall include persons 
 line 27 representing organizations focused on climate-resilient or 
 line 28 sustainable agriculture, water quality protection, public health, and 
 line 29 biodiversity, as well as persons representing academic institutions, 
 line 30 agricultural producers, the fertilizer industry, and appropriate state 
 line 31 or local agencies. 
 line 32 (d)  In developing best available technology standards, the Safer 
 line 33 Fertilizer Task Force shall consider the following: 
 line 34 (1)  Scientific and peer-reviewed research on fertilizer efficiency 
 line 35 and technologies, including enhanced efficiency fertilizers. 
 line 36 (2)  Life-cycle and field performance data. 
 line 37 (3)  Technological feasibility and cost-effectiveness. 
 line 38 (4)  Impact on small and disadvantaged farmers. 
 line 39 (e)  The best available technology standards referenced in 
 line 40 subdivision (b) shall be designed to prioritize the following: 
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 line 1 (1)  Reductions in nitrate leaching and runoff to the greatest 
 line 2 extent feasible. 
 line 3 (2)  Reductions in nitrous oxide emissions to the greatest extent 
 line 4 feasible, as required by the state’s policy to achieve net zero 
 line 5 greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible, but not later than 
 line 6 2045, and achieve and maintain net negative greenhouse gas 
 line 7 emissions after 2045. 
 line 8 (3)  Enhanced synchronization of nitrogen release with crop 
 line 9 uptake. 

 line 10 (f)  The Safer Fertilizer Task Force shall consult with the 
 line 11 Fertilizer Inspection Advisory Board’s Technical Advisory 
 line 12 Subcommittee in developing the best available technology 
 line 13 standards referenced in subdivision (b). 
 line 14 (g)  The state board and regional boards may consult with the 
 line 15 Safer Fertilizer Task Force and Fertilizer Inspection Advisory 
 line 16 Board’s Technical Advisory Subcommittee in implementing the 
 line 17 update to the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program pursuant to 
 line 18 Section 16302. 

O 
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2026 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 19, 2026 

california legislature—2025–26 regular session 

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2739 

Introduced by Assembly Member Soria 
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Davies) 

February 20, 2026 

An act to add Part 7.5 (commencing with Section 12965) to Division 
6 of the Water Code, relating to water. water, and making an 
appropriation therefor.

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 2739, as amended, Soria. Community Water Affordability 
Program. Water: affordability and system stabilization.

Existing law establishes in the Natural Resources Agency the 
Department of Water Resources. Existing law vests in the department 
powers, duties, purposes, responsibilities, and jurisdiction in matters 
pertaining to water or dams. Existing law declares the responsibility of 
the state to assist local governments in providing certain essential 
services and facilities where water resource construction projects 
financed, in whole or in part, by the state or by the state jointly with 
the federal government create an undue burden on a local area’s ability 
to provide these services and facilities. 

Existing law, the California Safe Drinking Water Act, requires the 
State Water Resources Control Board to administer provisions relating 
to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. Existing 
law declares it to be the established policy of the state that every human 
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being has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water 
adequate for human consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes. 

This bill would establish in the State Treasury the Water Affordability 
and System Stabilization Fund for holding the principal and income of 
the Water Affordability and System Stabilization Trust, which the bill 
would create. The bill would designate the Treasurer as trustee of the 
trust, as specified, and would require the trustee, among other things, 
to hold, manage, and invest the principal of the trust with the obligation 
of providing a growing perpetual source of annual funding to the Water 
Rate Assistance Fund, administered by the state board, and the 
Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund, administered by the 
department, beginning 25 years after the Legislature transfers funding 
from the General Fund to the Water Affordability and System 
Stabilization Fund. 

This bill would require, during the first 25 years following the 
Legislature’s transfer, 45% of the income of the trust to be transferred 
from the Water Affordability and System Stabilization Fund to each of 
the Water Rate Assistance Fund and the continuously appropriated 
Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund, and would 
continuously appropriate the remaining 10% of the income of the trust 
to be invested as part of the principal of the trust. After the first 25 
years, the bill would require 50% of the income of the trust to be 
transferred from the Water Affordability and System Stabilization Fund 
to each of the Water Rate Assistance Fund and the Community Water 
Affordability Assistance Fund. The bill would continuously appropriate 
no more than 1% of the annual income of the trust to pay for 
administration of the trust. By making continuous appropriations and 
by transferring moneys into a continuously appropriated fund, the bill 
would make an appropriation. 

This bill would establish require the department, subject to a transfer 
of moneys by the Legislature, to develop and administer the Community 
Water Affordability Program to provide funding in the form of grants 
to local water suppliers for water system repairs, rehabilitation, and 
enhancements, water safety and quality, and other community water 
systems for local water system infrastructure projects, as specified, for 
the purpose of reducing the amount of local ratepayer funding required 
for those projects. The bill would require the department, upon 
appropriation by the Legislature, to develop and administer the program.
projects and for avoiding costs that would otherwise be paid for by 
ratepayers. The bill would require the department to develop and adopt 
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program guidelines and project solicitation documents before disbursing 
grant funds. funds, and would exempt those guidelines and documents 
from the rulemaking procedures of the Administrative Procedure Act.
The bill would require the program guidelines to to, among other things,
require an applicant for a grant to provide at least 50% 25% of the total 
funding required for the project, as provided. The bill would authorize 
the department to waive or reduce that minimum amount if that 
requirement would cause extreme financial hardship to the applicant. 
The bill would also establish the Community Water Affordability 
Assistance Fund in the State Treasury. Treasury and would provide for 
deposit into the fund contributions from private and public entities, as 
specified. The bill would make continuously appropriate moneys in the 
fund available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to the department 
for the purposes of the program. program, including up to 5% annually 
for administration of the fund, thereby making an appropriation.

Vote:   majority 2⁄3.   Appropriation:   no yes.  Fiscal committee:   yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. Part 7.5 (commencing with Section 12965) is 
 line 2 added to Division 6 of the Water Code, to read:
 line 3 
 line 4 PART 7.5.  WATER AFFORDABILITY AND SYSTEM 
 line 5 STABILIZATION 
 line 6 
 line 7 Chapter  1.  Water Affordability and System 

 line 8 Stabilization Act 

 line 9 
 line 10 Article 1.  General Provisions 
 line 11 
 line 12 12965. This chapter shall be known, and may be cited, as the 
 line 13 Water Affordability and System Stabilization Act. 
 line 14 12965.5. The Legislature finds and declares all of the 
 line 15 following: 
 line 16 (a)  It is the established policy of the state, as stated in Section 
 line 17 106.3, that every human being has the right to safe, clean, 
 line 18 affordable, and accessible water adequate for human consumption, 
 line 19 cooking, and sanitary purposes. 
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 line 1 (b)  Addressing California’s environmental justice challenges 
 line 2 requires that the state work to improve water affordability for 
 line 3 impacted communities and households. 
 line 4 (c)  The cost of water has continued to rise, as has the cost of 
 line 5 living in California. The increase in the cost of water is largely 
 line 6 attributable to increases in the cost of infrastructure, energy, and 
 line 7 regulatory compliance costs. 
 line 8 (d)  Most of California’s public water systems are governed by 
 line 9 Proposition 218, which was passed by voters in November 1996, 

 line 10 and requires that customers only be charged proportional, cost of 
 line 11 service-based rates. Proposition 218 has been interpreted as 
 line 12 prohibiting customers from being charged higher rates to subsidize 
 line 13 the costs of other customers. 
 line 14 (e)  At the same time, climate change has added, and will 
 line 15 continue to add, significant additional cost pressure to water 
 line 16 systems, as providers must increasingly invest in climate resilience 
 line 17 and adaptive infrastructure, which in turn places cost pressure on 
 line 18 rates. 
 line 19 (f)  A low-income rate assistance program will assist in 
 line 20 addressing affordability challenges for struggling households, but 
 line 21 without addressing system costs, such a program will not be 
 line 22 sufficiently effective because these cost pressures will continue to 
 line 23 result in increased water rates. 
 line 24 (g)  Federal and state funding of local water infrastructure helps 
 line 25 reduce the amount of ratepayer money that a water system needs 
 line 26 to collect to ensure a reliable, safe, and clean water supply for its 
 line 27 community, and helps address system affordability constraints. 
 line 28 (h)  It is in the interest of the people of the state to enact this 
 line 29 chapter to establish a trust fund, funded by existing state revenues 
 line 30 over multiple years, for the governmental purpose of providing a 
 line 31 perpetual source of funding to assist with water system costs that 
 line 32 place pressure on water affordability, and to provide low-income 
 line 33 Californian households with direct assistance with their water 
 line 34 bills, which will provide a benefit to Californians across the state. 
 line 35 (i)  This chapter does not impose a levy, charge, or exaction of 
 line 36 any kind, such as a tax or fee. 
 line 37 12966. For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions 
 line 38 apply: 
 line 39 (a)  “Beneficiary” means the people of the state, as represented 
 line 40 by the board in its implementation of Chapter 6.2 (commencing 
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 line 1 with Section 116930) of Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and 
 line 2 Safety Code and its administration of the Water Rate Assistance 
 line 3 Fund established pursuant to Section 116932 of the Health and 
 line 4 Safety Code, and the department in its implementation of Chapter 
 line 5 2 (commencing with Section 12968) and its administration of the 
 line 6 Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund established 
 line 7 pursuant to Section 12968. The beneficiary’s interest in the trust 
 line 8 shall only be the distributions required to be made from the trust 
 line 9 pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 12967. 

 line 10 (b)  “Board” means the State Water Resources Control Board. 
 line 11 (c)  “Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund” means 
 line 12 the Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund established 
 line 13 pursuant to Section 12968. 
 line 14 (d)  “Department” means the Department of Water Resources. 
 line 15 (e)  “Income” means the money, enhanced value, or other 
 line 16 income the trust receives as current return from the investment of 
 line 17 the trust principal. 
 line 18 (f)  “Net income” means the trust income earned July 1 to June 
 line 19 30, inclusive, of the previous fiscal year minus all of the necessary 
 line 20 and reasonable expenses incident to the administration of the trust 
 line 21 during that same period, up to 1 percent of the trust income 
 line 22 pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (e) of Section 12967. 
 line 23 (g)  “Principal” means the trust property, that is held in trust 
 line 24 for the beneficiary and to accomplish the purposes described in 
 line 25 Section 12965.5. 
 line 26 (h)  “Trust” means the Water Affordability and System 
 line 27 Stabilization Trust. 
 line 28 (i)  “Trust fund” means the Water Affordability and System 
 line 29 Stabilization Fund established pursuant to Section 12966.5 to hold 
 line 30 the trust property. 
 line 31 (j)  “Trust property” means the money transferred to the trust 
 line 32 fund and any donation to the trust fund received and accepted by 
 line 33 the trustee on or after January 1, 2027. 
 line 34 (k)  “Trustee” means the Treasurer, who shall serve as the 
 line 35 trustee of the trust having all of the fiduciary duties, 
 line 36 responsibilities, and obligations consistent with serving as a trustee 
 line 37 of a trust under existing law. 
 line 38 (l)  “Water Rate Assistance Fund” means the Water Rate 
 line 39 Assistance Fund established pursuant to Section 116932 of the 
 line 40 Health and Safety Code. 
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 line 1 Article 2.  Water Affordability and System Stabilization Trust 
 line 2 
 line 3 12966.5. (a)  (1)  There is hereby created in the State Treasury 
 line 4 the Water Affordability and System Stabilization Fund for holding 
 line 5 the trust property of the Water Affordability and System 
 line 6 Stabilization Trust and for the purpose of implementing the public 
 line 7 and governmental purposes of this chapter. Notwithstanding 
 line 8 Section 13340 of the Government Code, all moneys in the trust 
 line 9 fund are continuously appropriated to the trustee, without regard 

 line 10 to fiscal year, for expenditure in accordance with this chapter. 
 line 11 (2)  The distributions by the trustee from the income of the trust 
 line 12 are hereby transferred to the board and the department for deposit 
 line 13 into, and expenditure from, the Water Rate Assistance Fund and 
 line 14 the Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund, respectively, 
 line 15 in accordance with subdivision (b) of Section 12967. 
 line 16 (b)  The primary purpose of the Water Affordability and System 
 line 17 Stabilization Trust, a charitable trust established pursuant to this 
 line 18 chapter, shall be to provide a perpetual source of funding each 
 line 19 year to the Water Rate Assistance Fund and the Community Water 
 line 20 Affordability Assistance Fund in furtherance of the trust fund 
 line 21 purposes described in subdivision (a). 
 line 22 (c)  Moneys in the trust fund, including the trust principal and 
 line 23 trust income, shall not be available for appropriation or be 
 line 24 borrowed for use for any purpose not established in this chapter. 
 line 25 (d)  Funding of the principal of the trust is hereby authorized 
 line 26 and is subject to transfer by the Legislature from the General Fund 
 line 27 into the trust fund. All future transfers to the trust fund are hereby 
 line 28 irrevocably transferred from the General Fund during the fiscal 
 line 29 year the moneys are transferred to the trustee for deposit into the 
 line 30 Water Affordability and System Stabilization Fund for distribution 
 line 31 and investment to accomplish the purposes of this chapter and on 
 line 32 the conditions prescribed in Section 12967. 
 line 33 (e)  Notwithstanding any other law, moneys deposited into the 
 line 34 trust fund or to fund the trust shall not be transferred to the 
 line 35 General Fund. 
 line 36 12967. (a)  (1)  The trustee shall hold the property of the trust 
 line 37 for the primary benefit of the trust’s beneficiary. 
 line 38 (2)  The trustee shall hold, manage, and invest the principal of 
 line 39 the trust in accordance with existing law with the obligation of 
 line 40 providing a growing perpetual source of annual funding to the 
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 line 1 Water Rate Assistance Fund and the Community Water 
 line 2 Affordability Assistance Fund, beginning 25 years after the 
 line 3 Legislature transfers funding from the General Fund to the Water 
 line 4 Affordability and System Stabilization Fund. The trustee shall not 
 line 5 invade the principal of the trust. 
 line 6 (b)  The trustee shall collect, receive, and monetize, if prudent 
 line 7 and in accordance with existing law, the income of the trust, and 
 line 8 shall distribute the income of the trust annually as follows: 
 line 9 (1)  During the first 25 years following the Legislature’s first 

 line 10 transfer of revenue from the General Fund to the trust fund, the 
 line 11 trustee shall distribute the income of the trust as follows: 
 line 12 (A)  Transfer 45 percent of the total income deposited into the 
 line 13 trust fund during the prior fiscal year to the Water Rate Assistance 
 line 14 Fund for the board to expend in accordance with Chapter 6.2 
 line 15 (commencing with Section 116930) of Part 12 of Division 104 of 
 line 16 the Health and Safety Code. 
 line 17 (B)  Transfer 45 percent of the total income deposited into the 
 line 18 trust fund during the prior fiscal year to the Community Water 
 line 19 Affordability Assistance Fund for the department to expend in 
 line 20 accordance with Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 12968). 
 line 21 (C)  In accordance with existing law, invest the remaining 10 
 line 22 percent of the total income deposited into the trust fund during the 
 line 23 prior fiscal year as part of the trust principal. 
 line 24 (2)  After the first 25 years following the Legislature’s first 
 line 25 transfer of revenue from the General Fund to the trust fund, the 
 line 26 trustee shall distribute the income of the trust as follows: 
 line 27 (A)  Transfer 50 percent of the total income deposited into the 
 line 28 trust fund during the prior fiscal year to the Water Rate Assistance 
 line 29 Fund for the board to expend in accordance with Chapter 6.2 
 line 30 (commencing with Section 116930) of Part 12 of Division 104 of 
 line 31 the Health and Safety Code. 
 line 32 (B)  Transfer 50 percent of the total income deposited into the 
 line 33 trust fund during the prior fiscal year to the Community Water 
 line 34 Affordability Assistance Fund for the department to expend in 
 line 35 accordance with Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 12968). 
 line 36 (c)  Notwithstanding any other law, the trustee, and any employee 
 line 37 or agent of the trustee, shall not sell, purchase, exchange, or 
 line 38 otherwise deal with or dispose of all or any parts of the principal 
 line 39 of the trust. 
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 line 1 (d)  The trustee shall exercise its administration of the trust as 
 line 2 a fiduciary to the beneficiary. The trustee, in its administration of 
 line 3 the trust, shall abide by the Uniform Prudent Investor Act (Article 
 line 4 2.5 (commencing with Section 16045) of Chapter 1 of Part 4 of 
 line 5 Division 9 of the Probate Code). The trustee shall have the powers, 
 line 6 obligations, and responsibilities of a trustee prescribed in Part 4 
 line 7 (commencing with Section 16000) of Division 9 of the Probate 
 line 8 Code that are not inconsistent with the purposes of this chapter. 
 line 9 (e)  The trustee shall: 

 line 10 (1)  Have the power to accept donations that shall be deemed 
 line 11 property of the trust and increase the principal of the trust. 
 line 12 Donations shall not be expended or transferred until the 
 line 13 Legislature transfers funding from the General Fund to the Water 
 line 14 Affordability and System Stabilization Fund. 
 line 15 (2)  Use no more than 1 percent of the income of the trust earned 
 line 16 July 1 to June 30, inclusive, of each fiscal year to pay for the 
 line 17 necessary and reasonable expenses incident to the administration 
 line 18 of the trust during that same period. 
 line 19 (f)  The trustee shall provide for appropriate, as determined by 
 line 20 the trustee, audit, accounting, and fiscal management services, 
 line 21 plans, and reports relative to the trust fund, in accordance with 
 line 22 generally accepted accounting principles adopted by the 
 line 23 Governmental Accounting Standards Board. 
 line 24 (g)  The trustee annually shall provide the board and the 
 line 25 department with an accounting of the investments and a forecast 
 line 26 of the projected income to be distributed from the trust fund in 
 line 27 future fiscal years. 
 line 28 (h)  The trust shall be deemed a charitable trust subject to the 
 line 29 supervision of the Attorney General. 
 line 30 
 line 31 Chapter  2.  Community Water Affordability Program 

 line 32 
 line 33 12968. (a)  For purposes of this chapter, the following 
 line 34 definitions apply: 
 line 35 (1)  “Board” means the State Water Resources Control Board. 
 line 36 (2)  “Community water system” has the same meaning as defined 
 line 37 in Section 116275 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 line 38 (3)  “Department” means the Department of Water Resources. 
 line 39 (4)  “Fund” means the Community Water Affordability 
 line 40 Assistance Fund. 
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 line 1 (5)  “Program” means the Community Water Affordability 
 line 2 Program. 
 line 3 (b)  (1)  The department shall, subject to transfer of moneys into 
 line 4 the fund by the Legislature, develop and administer the Community 
 line 5 Water Affordability Program. The program shall provide funding 
 line 6 in the form of grants to community water systems for local water 
 line 7 infrastructure projects that shall include, but are not limited to, 
 line 8 projects that improve water supplies, resiliency, or quality, and 
 line 9 projects that reduce energy costs for a community water system. 

 line 10 The purpose of the grants shall be reducing the amount of local 
 line 11 ratepayer funding required for those projects and for avoiding 
 line 12 costs that would otherwise be paid for by ratepayers. 
 line 13 (2)  (A)  Before disbursing grant funds pursuant to this section, 
 line 14 the department shall develop and adopt program guidelines and 
 line 15 project solicitation documents, after soliciting public comment 
 line 16 and feedback inclusive of community water systems. The guidelines 
 line 17 and project solicitation documents developed pursuant to this 
 line 18 section are not subject to Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 
 line 19 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 
 line 20 (B)  The program guidelines shall do all of the following: 
 line 21 (i)  Require an applicant for a grant to provide at least 25 
 line 22 percent of the total funding required for the project. Federal 
 line 23 funding and other state loans and grants may be included in this 
 line 24 amount. The department may waive or reduce that minimum 
 line 25 amount if that requirement would cause extreme financial hardship 
 line 26 to the applicant. 
 line 27 (ii)  Establish a methodology for evaluating projects for purposes 
 line 28 of a grant award by consideration of factors that include, but are 
 line 29 not limited to, the net present value of the cost avoided on a per 
 line 30 account basis over a 25-year period of time, the applicant’s ability 
 line 31 to complete the project in a timely manner, and the number of 
 line 32 households it would benefit. 
 line 33 (iii)  The established methodology for evaluating projects for 
 line 34 purposes of a grant award shall not consider an applicant’s ability 
 line 35 to provide the minimum amount of total funding required by clause 
 line 36 (i) and shall not prejudice an applicant for requesting that the 
 line 37 department waive or reduce that minimum amount due to financial 
 line 38 hardship. 
 line 39 (C)  Before adopting program guidelines and project solicitation 
 line 40 documents, the department shall hold at least three public 
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 line 1 workshops throughout the state on draft program guidelines and 
 line 2 shall provide at least 45 days of public comment on the draft. 
 line 3 (3)  The department shall annually post on its internet website 
 line 4 a report on the revenues, expenditures, and benefits of the fund 
 line 5 for the prior fiscal year. The report shall include the cumulative 
 line 6 and fiscal year number of households the Community Water 
 line 7 Assistance Program has benefited and the estimated amount of 
 line 8 cost the program has caused to be avoided. 
 line 9 (4)  The department shall coordinate with the board for projects 

 line 10 that seek to combine funding from the program and the board. 
 line 11 (c)  The department may undertake any of the following actions 
 line 12 to implement the fund: 
 line 13 (1)  Provide for the deposit of any of the following moneys into 
 line 14 the fund: 
 line 15 (A)  Federal contributions. 
 line 16 (B)  Voluntary contributions, gifts, grants, or bequests. 
 line 17 (C)  Financial participation by a public agency in an activity 
 line 18 authorized for funding from the fund. 
 line 19 (2)  Enter into agreements for contributions to the fund from the 
 line 20 federal government, local or state agencies, or private corporations 
 line 21 or nonprofit organizations. 
 line 22 (3)  Take additional action as may be appropriate for adequate 
 line 23 administration and operation of the fund. 
 line 24 (4)  Expend moneys from the fund for reasonable costs associated 
 line 25 with administration of the fund, including outreach regarding the 
 line 26 availability of the funding. The department shall not expend more 
 line 27 than 5 percent of the annual revenue from the fund for reasonable 
 line 28 costs associated with the administration of the fund. 
 line 29 (d)  The department may set appropriate requirements as a 
 line 30 condition of funding, including, but not limited to, any of the 
 line 31 following: 
 line 32 (1)  An audit. 
 line 33 (2)  Improvements to reduce costs and increase efficiencies of 
 line 34 the infrastructure project funded. 
 line 35 (3)  An evaluation of alternatives. 
 line 36 (e)  The Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund is 
 line 37 hereby established in the State Treasury. Notwithstanding Section 
 line 38 13340 of the Government Code, all moneys in the fund are 
 line 39 continuously appropriated to the department, without regard to 
 line 40 fiscal year, in accordance with this chapter. Moneys in the fund 
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 line 1 at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall 
 line 2 not revert to the General Fund. Moneys in the fund shall not be 
 line 3 available for appropriation or borrowed for use for any purpose 
 line 4 not established in this chapter unless that use of the moneys is 
 line 5 authorized by statute that receives an affirmative vote of two-thirds 
 line 6 of the membership in each house of the Legislature. 
 line 7 SECTION 1. Part 7.5 (commencing with Section 12965) is 
 line 8 added to Division 6 of the Water Code, to read: 
 line 9 

 line 10 PART 7.5.  COMMUNITY WATER AFFORDABILITY 
 line 11 PROGRAM 
 line 12 
 line 13 12965. (a)  For purposes of this part, the following definitions 
 line 14 apply: 
 line 15 (1)  “Fund” means the Community Water Affordability 
 line 16 Assistance Fund. 
 line 17 (2)  “Program” means the Community Water Affordability 
 line 18 Program. 
 line 19 (b)  (1)  The department shall, upon appropriation by the 
 line 20 Legislature, develop and administer the Community Water 
 line 21 Affordability Program. The program shall provide funding in the 
 line 22 form of grants to local water suppliers for water system repairs, 
 line 23 rehabilitation, and enhancements, water safety and quality, and 
 line 24 other local water system infrastructure projects, for the purpose 
 line 25 of reducing the amount of local ratepayer funding required for 
 line 26 those projects. 
 line 27 (2)  (A)  Before disbursing grant funds pursuant to this section, 
 line 28 the department shall develop and adopt program guidelines and 
 line 29 project solicitation documents. The guidelines and project 
 line 30 solicitation documents developed pursuant to this section are not 
 line 31 subject to Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 
 line 32 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 
 line 33 (B)  The program guidelines shall require an applicant for a grant 
 line 34 to provide at least 50 percent of the total funding required for the 
 line 35 project. Federal funding and other state loans and grants may be 
 line 36 included in this amount. The department may waive or reduce that 
 line 37 minimum amount if that requirement would cause extreme financial 
 line 38 hardship to the applicant. 
 line 39 (c)  The Community Water Affordability Assistance Fund is 
 line 40 hereby established in the State Treasury. Upon appropriation by 
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 line 1 the Legislature, moneys in the fund shall be made available to the 
 line 2 department for the purposes of the program. 

O 
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AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 21, 2026 

AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 17, 2026 

SENATE BILL  No. 1001 

Introduced by Senator Archuleta 
(Coauthors: Senators Dahle, Grayson, and Rubio)

February 9, 2026 

An act to add Section 8585.6 to the Government Code, and to amend 
Section 409.5 of the Penal Code, relating to emergency services. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

SB 1001, as amended, Archuleta. Local agency, corporation, public 
utility, or mutual water company: personnel access: Personal Identity 
Verification-Interoperable. 

Existing law creates the Office of Emergency Services within the 
office of the Governor and sets forth its powers and duties, including 
establishing by rule and regulation various classes of disaster service 
workers, the scope and duty of each class, and the way disaster service 
workers of each class are to be registered. 

Existing law authorizes officers of the Department of the California 
Highway Patrol, police departments, marshal’s office or sheriff’s office, 
and officers or employees of the Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection or the Department of Fish and Wildlife designated as peace 
officers to close to all unauthorized persons an area where a menace to 
the public health or safety created by a calamity exists for the duration 
of the menace and the immediate area surrounding any emergency field 
command post or any other command post activated for the purpose of 
abating a calamity, riot, or other civil disturbance, as specified. Under 
existing law, an unauthorized person who enters or remains in a closed 
area, as prescribed, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
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This bill would, beginning on July 1, 2028, require the Office of 
Emergency Services, upon request, to issue a local agency, corporation,
public utility, or mutual water company responsible for public works 
and critical infrastructure with specified credentialing to facilitate 
personnel access to an area during or following a natural disaster, act 
of terrorism, or other man-made disaster. The bill would specify that 
the credentialing, a Personal Identity Verification-Interoperable (PIV-I), 
would conform with the federal Personal Identity Verification standards 
pursuant to federal National Incident Management System guidelines. 

This bill would require the application for a PIV-I card to be signed 
by a duly authorized representative of a local agency, corporation, public 
utility, or mutual water company and include a certification by the local 
agency, corporation, public utility, or mutual water company. 

This bill would authorize require the office to impose and collect a 
fee from a local agency, corporation, public utility, or mutual water 
company for a PIV-I card that does not exceed the reasonable costs of 
the identification card program. 

This bill would specify that the authorization for particular officers 
to close an area, as described above, shall not prevent an individual 
who holds a valid PIV-I card or an individual who holds a valid 
identification card issued by a local agency, public utility, or mutual 
water company from entering the closed area unless a peace officer 
finds that the disaster is of such a nature that it would be unsafe for the 
cardholder to enter or that the presence of the cardholder would interfere 
with disaster response. 

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares the following: 
 line 2 (a)  Electrical, natural gas, water, and wastewater systems 
 line 3 represent critical infrastructure that is vulnerable to a wide range 
 line 4 of natural and man-made disasters. Critical services such as 
 line 5 firefighting and health care, as well as other dependent and 
 line 6 interdependent sectors like public health and critical manufacturing, 
 line 7 could experience severe consequences from disruptions in utility 
 line 8 services. 
 line 9 (b)  Preserving critical infrastructure functions, minimizing health 

 line 10 and safety threats, and efficiently restoring and revitalizing systems 
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 line 1 and services requires timely access to critical infrastructure by 
 line 2 utility personnel. 
 line 3 (c)  The use of a common approach for managing access and 
 line 4 phased reentry into evacuation zones is particularly important 
 line 5 during incidents that require significant population evacuations to 
 line 6 ensure the coordination of public and private sector response and 
 line 7 recovery assets and restoration of critical infrastructure and 
 line 8 essential public services. 
 line 9 (d)  The Office of Emergency Services, pursuant to its California 

 line 10 Emergency Services Act responsibilities to prepare the state for 
 line 11 disasters, may do both the following: 
 line 12 (1)  Provide guidance to local emergency management agencies 
 line 13 to ensure that there is a process to coordinate and approve resources 
 line 14 for access into restricted areas in order to improve coordination 
 line 15 with utilities requiring access and law enforcement entities 
 line 16 enforcing access controls. 
 line 17 (2)  Encourage a review of emergency preparedness plans 
 line 18 regarding lines of authority and existing control and management 
 line 19 procedures regarding the establishment of access requirements 
 line 20 and the conduct of reentry operations during emergencies to enable 
 line 21 utility personnel to timely participate in response and recovery 
 line 22 operations in order to minimize or eliminate the potential loss of 
 line 23 life and property damage. 
 line 24 SEC. 2. Section 8585.6 is added to the Government Code, to 
 line 25 read: 
 line 26 8585.6. (a)  Beginning on July 1, 2028, the office shall, upon 
 line 27 request, issue a local agency, corporation, public utility, or mutual 
 line 28 water company responsible for public works and critical 
 line 29 infrastructure with credentialing to facilitate personnel access to 
 line 30 an area during or following a natural disaster, act of terrorism, or 
 line 31 other man-made disaster. 
 line 32 (b)  The office shall prepare and make available no later than 
 line 33 July 1, 2028, an application for a local agency, corporation, public 
 line 34 utility, or mutual water company to request that an individual be 
 line 35 issued a Personal Identity Verification-Interoperable (PIV-I) 
 line 36 credential that conforms with the federal Personal Identity 
 line 37 Verification standards pursuant to federal National Incident 
 line 38 Management System guidelines. The office shall provide a PIV-I 
 line 39 card upon receipt of the application signed by a duly authorized 
 line 40 representative of a local agency, corporation, public utility, or 
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 line 1 mutual water company that includes a statement justifying the 
 line 2 need for the individual to receive that identification for purposes 
 line 3 of access to those areas and certification by the local agency, 
 line 4 corporation, or mutual water company. areas. The application 
 line 5 shall also indicate that the individual has completed appropriate 
 line 6 education, training, experience, and certification or licensure for 
 line 7 performing the purposes for access. an emergency support function 
 line 8 discipline or activity.
 line 9 (c)  Access to an area closed in accordance with subdivision (a) 

 line 10 of Section 409.5 of the Penal Code shall may be granted to an 
 line 11 individual issued a PIV-I card by the incident commander, a law 
 line 12 enforcement official having jurisdiction, or their designee. If access 
 line 13 is granted by emergency response personnel other than the incident 
 line 14 commander, the emergency response personnel shall notify the 
 line 15 incident commander that access has been provided to the individual 
 line 16 issued a PIV-I card. 
 line 17 (d)  A PIV-I card issued by the office shall be valid for five years 
 line 18 from the date of issuance and shall be renewable upon submission 
 line 19 of an application for renewal. 
 line 20 (e)  A local agency, corporation, public utility, or mutual water 
 line 21 company shall be responsible to collect and destroy a PIV-I card 
 line 22 if the individual issued a PIV-I card ceases employment with the 
 line 23 employer or the job duties of the individual change, making access 
 line 24 afforded by the PIV-I card no longer appropriate. 
 line 25 (f)  The office shall impose and collect a fee from a local agency,
 line 26 corporation, public utility, or mutual water company for a PIV-I 
 line 27 card that does not exceed the reasonable costs of issuing the card 
 line 28 and administration of the program described in this section. 
 line 29 (g)  For purposes of this section, “public utility” has the same 
 line 30 meaning as the term is defined in Section 216 of the Public Utilities 
 line 31 Code. 
 line 32 SEC. 3. Section 409.5 of the Penal Code is amended to read: 
 line 33 409.5. (a)  When a menace to the public health or safety is 
 line 34 created by a calamity including a flood, storm, fire, earthquake, 
 line 35 explosion, accident, or other disaster, officers of the Department 
 line 36 of the California Highway Patrol, police departments, marshal’s 
 line 37 office or sheriff’s office, an officer or employee of the Department 
 line 38 of Forestry and Fire Protection designated a peace officer by 
 line 39 subdivision (g) of Section 830.2, an officer or employee of the 
 line 40 Department of Parks and Recreation designated a peace officer by 
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 line 1 subdivision (f) of Section 830.2, an officer or employee of the 
 line 2 Department of Fish and Wildlife designated a peace officer under 
 line 3 subdivision (e) of Section 830.2, and a publicly employed full-time 
 line 4 lifeguard or publicly employed full-time marine safety officer 
 line 5 while acting in a supervisory position in the performance of their 
 line 6 official duties, may close the area where the menace exists for the 
 line 7 duration of the menace by means of ropes, markers, or guards to 
 line 8 all persons not authorized by the lifeguard or officer to enter or 
 line 9 remain within the enclosed area. If the calamity creates an 

 line 10 immediate menace to the public health, the local health officer 
 line 11 may close the area where the menace exists pursuant to the 
 line 12 conditions set forth in this section. 
 line 13 (b)  Officers of the Department of the California Highway Patrol, 
 line 14 police departments, marshal’s office or sheriff’s office, officers 
 line 15 of the Department of Fish and Wildlife designated as peace officers 
 line 16 by subdivision (e) of Section 830.2, or officers of the Department 
 line 17 of Forestry and Fire Protection designated as peace officers by 
 line 18 subdivision (g) of Section 830.2 may close the immediate area 
 line 19 surrounding any emergency field command post or any other 
 line 20 command post activated for the purpose of abating a calamity 
 line 21 enumerated in this section or a riot or other civil disturbance to all 
 line 22 unauthorized persons pursuant to the conditions set forth in this 
 line 23 section whether or not the field command post or other command 
 line 24 post is located near the actual calamity or riot or other civil 
 line 25 disturbance. 
 line 26 (c)  An unauthorized person who willfully and knowingly enters 
 line 27 an area closed pursuant to subdivision (a) or (b) and who willfully 
 line 28 remains within the area after receiving notice to evacuate or leave 
 line 29 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 line 30 (d)  (1)  This section shall not prevent a duly authorized 
 line 31 representative of a news service, newspaper, or radio or television 
 line 32 station or network from entering the areas closed pursuant to this 
 line 33 section. 
 line 34 (2)  This subdivision does not authorize a duly authorized 
 line 35 representative of a news service, newspaper, or radio or television 
 line 36 station or network to facilitate the entry of a person into, or 
 line 37 facilitate the transport of a person within, an area closed, unless 
 line 38 for the safety of the person, pursuant to this section if that person 
 line 39 is not a duly authorized representative of a news service, 
 line 40 newspaper, or radio or television station or network. 
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 line 1 (e)  This section shall not prevent an individual who holds a 
 line 2 valid livestock pass identification document, pursuant to Section 
 line 3 2350 of the Food and Agricultural Code, from entering the areas 
 line 4 closed pursuant to this section, unless a peace officer identified in 
 line 5 subdivision (a) finds that the disaster is of such a nature that it 
 line 6 would be unsafe for the documentholder to enter or that the 
 line 7 presence of the documentholder would interfere with disaster 
 line 8 response. 
 line 9 (f)  This section shall not prevent an individual who holds a valid 

 line 10 PIV-I card issued pursuant to Section 8585.6 of the Government 
 line 11 Code or an individual who holds a valid identification card issued 
 line 12 by a local agency, public utility, as defined in Section 216 of the 
 line 13 Public Utilities Code, or mutual water company from entering an 
 line 14 area closed pursuant to this section unless a peace officer identified 
 line 15 in subdivision (a) finds that the disaster is of such a nature that it 
 line 16 would be unsafe for the cardholder to enter or that the presence of 
 line 17 the cardholder would interfere with disaster response. 
 line 18 SEC. 4. Nothing in this measure is intended to impact the 
 line 19 relationship, duties, or responsibilities as between the Office of 
 line 20 Emergency Services and local emergency operations plans, 
 line 21 emergency operations centers, and the incident command system. 

O 
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PO Box 2157 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

sldmwa.org 

 

 

To: SLDMWA Board of Directors, Alternates 
 SLDMWA Water Resources Committee, Alternates 

From: Federico Barajas, Executive Director 
Date: May 11, 2026 

RE: Adoption of Resolution Providing Support for ACWA Vision for Our Water Future 

Background 
In September 2025, the Association for California Water Agencies (ACWA) initiated a General Manager 
Working Group (Working Group) to assist with developing a strategic, member-driven policy document that 
articulates focused statewide priorities and recommended actions. The Working Group is comprised of 
twenty-one members with representation from the ten ACWA regions; San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 
Authority Executive Director Federico Barajas is a member of the Working Group.   

On March 20, 2026, ACWA’s Board of Directors unanimously approved the Vision for Our Water Future policy 
recommendations and backed it with resources necessary to support its success. ACWA is encouraging 
members to help elevate the Vision, including by adopting a resolution or proclamation in support of the 
Vision. 

Issue for Decision  
Whether the Water Resources Committee should recommend, and the Board of Directors should adopt, a 
Resolution Providing Support for the ACWA Vision for Our Water Future.  

Recommendation 
Staff recommends adoption of the proposed resolution. 

Analysis 
ACWA’s Vision for Our Water Future seeks to elevate water as a top priority for California’s next governor, 
legislative leadership, and state officials. More information is available in the attachments, and on ACWA’s 
website at ACWA.com/vision . 

Attachments 
1. Proposed Resolution Providing Support for ACWA Vision for Our Water Future 
2. ACWA Vision Policy Framework 

https://www.acwa.com/vision/


SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-___ 

RESOLUTION PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR ACWA VISION FOR OUR WATER 

FUTURE 

 

WHEREAS, in April 2026, the Association of California Water Agencies (“ACWA”) 

launched Vision for Our Water Future, a member-driven initiative to identify statewide water 

priorities to inform engagement with California’s next Administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Vision for Our Water Future priorities are a set of recommendations for 

the next governor, emphasizing the importance of strong leadership, sustainable investment and 

coordinated action across all levels of government to secure California’s water future; and 

WHEREAS, the first priority is to lead on water and elevate water as foundational to 

California’s economy, agriculture, communities, environment and climate resilience through 

sustained leadership and coordinated state action; and 

WHEREAS, the second priority is to ensure safe and reliable water remains affordable 

through sustained and predictable funding partnerships and streamlined investment delivery; and  

WHEREAS, the third priority is to strengthen and modernize California’s water 

infrastructure, including both built and natural systems, to improve reliability and resilience; and  

WHEREAS, the fourth priority is to improve regulatory, operational and scientific 

frameworks to enable efficient project delivery and adaptive water management; and 

WHEREAS, local water agencies play a critical role in delivering safe and reliable water 

supplies and are essential partners in implementing statewide solutions; and 

WHEREAS, supporting the Vision recommendations demonstrates a unified commitment 

to collaborative, science-based and practical policies that advance a secure and resilient water 

future for California’s communities, farms, economy and environment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS, THAT:  

Section 1. The facts stated in the recitals above are true and correct, and the Board so finds 

and determines.  

Section 2.  The Board hereby expresses support for ACWA’s Vision for Our Water Future 

recommendations and affirms its commitment to working collaboratively to advance reliable, 

affordable and resilient water supplies. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 11th day of May, 2026, by the Board of 

Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority. 

             



   

 __________________________________________________ 

 Cannon Michael, Chair 

    San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Federico Barajas, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



******** 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 2026-___ was duly and regularly adopted 

by the Board of Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority at the meeting thereof 

held on the 11th day of May, 2026. 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Federico Barajas, Secretary 
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The Association of California Water Agencies 
(ACWA) represents approximately 470 public water 
agencies that collectively deliver approximately 90 
percent of the water used by Californians — in their 
homes, on their farms, and for their businesses.  
Water agencies are being proactive and are on the 
front lines of the state’s most pressing challenges 
— from droughts, floods, and wildfires to aging 
infrastructure and the need for more housing. 
Meaningful progress requires state partnership with 
local water suppliers to achieve common goals. 
Bold leadership from the governor is critical to 
setting a unified direction, accelerating action, and 
delivering results to prepare California for the future. 
Action is needed now.

ACTION IS NEEDED NOW

Lead 
on Water

Protect 
Affordability

Deliver Critical 
Infrastructure 

Modernize Water 
Management

Why Water Matters 
Water is the foundation upon which 
California is built. This State is the world’s 
fourth-largest economy, the nation’s 
breadbasket, a global technology leader, 
and home to extraordinary ecosystems. 
None of it functions without water.
Water is not a single-sector issue. It is the 
backbone every other sector depends 
on. It determines where homes can be 
built, whether farms can produce, how 
businesses operate and grow, and 
whether species can survive a changing 
climate. A safe, reliable, and affordable 
water supply is one of the most important 
investments California can make.
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California Thrives With Water
	› Housing: California must plan for 2.5 million new 

homes in the next decade. Every unit requires a 
reliable water supply. 

	› Agriculture: California agriculture is 12% of the 
state’s economy, contributing $60 billion; employing 
over 400,000 people; and producing more than 
half of the nation’s fruits, nuts, and vegetables. 
Both surface and groundwater are fundamental to 
California’s agriculture sector. 

	› Economy: California’s $4 trillion economy spans 
technology, innovation, manufacturing, trade, and 
tourism. Every dollar of it depends on a reliable 
water supply.

	› Environment: California’s extraordinary ecosystems 
— its rivers, wetlands, and floodplains — depend 
on the same water system managed by local water 
suppliers. A thriving California requires managing 
water to sustain both communities and ecosystems.

	› Public Health: Water suppliers are California’s first 
line of public health defense, delivering safe, clean 
drinking water to every community in the state.

	› Climate Resilience: Climate whiplash — the swing 
between extreme droughts and extreme floods — is 
increasing, snowpack is diminishing, and wildfires 
are growing more severe. Water suppliers are 
modernizing, but they cannot do it alone.

Building A Modern System
Securing California’s water future requires more than 
incremental fixes. It demands a fundamental shift in 
how the State leads, invests, and operates. The Vision 
for Our Water Future provides an essential framework 
for ensuring a resilient and reliable water system.  
Funded, built, and managed for extreme conditions, 
our modern water system is resilient, coordinated, 
and flexible — meeting the needs of California’s 
communities, economy, and environment.
	› Anchored by Backbone Infrastructure: The State 

Water Project and Central Valley Project form the 
foundation of the statewide water system. These 
assets capture and manage California’s highly 
variable hydrology and move water where and 
when it is needed.

	› Strengthened by Regional Resiliency: Regional 
and watershed-based partnerships strengthen 
local water reliability under changing hydrologic 
conditions and during emergencies through 
coordinated planning, interconnected infrastructure, 
diversified supplies, and shared responsibility.  

	› Delivered Locally: Water is delivered by local 
suppliers, even when conveyed through or 
interconnected with statewide or regional 
systems. Local agencies set rates and policies — 
ratepayers fund approximately 85% of California’s 
water system costs — while navigating structural 
constraints from Proposition 218, regulatory 
mandates, and permitting complexity.

Key Elements of A Modern  
Water System
	› Designed and upgraded for the future
	› Flexible and responsive to changing 

climate conditions
	› Supported by aligned state permitting, 

regulatory, and investment frameworks
	› Informed by technology, data, and science 
	› Grounded in long-term affordability

A modern water system must 
be resilient, coordinated, and 
flexible to meet California’s 
evolving needs.



Vision for Our Water Future

Recognize water as an essential resource and the 
infrastructure that underpins California’s economy, 
housing growth, food production, environmental 
health, and community resilience. Sustained executive 
leadership is needed to improve water supply 
reliability, accelerate climate resilience, and ensure 
coordinated action across state government.
	› Set a Bold Water Agenda (First 100 Days): 

Establish a focused statewide water agenda 
aligned with this Vision for Our Water Future.

	› Appoint Leaders to Deliver Results: Appoint and 
empower leaders to deliver measurable outcomes. 

	› Unify State Agencies: Direct state agencies to align 
under unified statewide water priorities and jointly 
advance implementation in partnership with local, 
regional, and federal water managers. Designate 
a cabinet-level water policy executive, reporting 
directly to the Governor, to align agencies and 
organize state resources to implement California’s 
water priorities.

FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

Ensure safe and reliable water remains affordable by 
strengthening sustained state investment and funding 
partnerships with local, regional, and federal agencies 
to address rising infrastructure, climate, and regulatory 
costs. California’s ratepayers fund more than 85% of 
the system. Without predictable investment, these 
costs will increasingly fall on households, businesses, 
and farmers.  
	› Secure Sustainable Water Funding: Create a 

reliable sustainable state funding source for water 
infrastructure that provides predictable, long-term 
investment. This funding should support critical 
water infrastructure projects, environmental needs, 
and California’s Human Right to Water while 
leveraging federal, regional, and local investment. 

	› Accelerate Funding: Improve funding programs 
and coordination so investments reach projects 
faster — reducing administrative delays, lowering 
project costs, and accelerating infrastructure 
delivery.

	› Integrate Investments Across Sectors: Align state 
investments and integrate water infrastructure 
funding across energy, housing, and climate 
and hazard mitigation to advance multi-benefit 
projects and maximize federal, state, and regional 
investment.

PROTECT AFFORDABILITY

LEAD ON WATER
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Improve California’s regulatory and operational 
systems so water projects can move forward reliably 
and efficiently, infrastructure can be operated more 
flexibly, and agencies can respond more rapidly to 
changing conditions. California’s regulatory framework 
should deliver clear, coordinated decisions grounded 
in the best available science, while maintaining 
environmental protections, public transparency, and 
California’s existing water rights priority system.
	› Improve Permitting Performance: Enhance 

the clarity, coordination, and efficiency of state 
permitting processes to accelerate infrastructure 
and operational improvements; eliminate avoidable 
costs; and ensure state and local agencies deliver 
timely, accountable results.

	♦ Integrate Permit Requirements: Integrate 
requirements and processes across regulatory 
agencies to eliminate redundancy and 
inconsistency.

	♦ Enhance Regulatory Certainty: Establish 
transparent procedures, clear criteria for permit 
approval, and accountable timelines for agency 
decisions — developed in direct partnership 
with water suppliers.

	♦ Streamline Pathways: Create efficient 
pathways to advance multi-benefit, climate-
resilient water supply projects.

	› Modernize Water Operations: Advance 
operational approaches that reflect changing 
climate realities to improve water supply reliability 
across environmental, agricultural, and urban 
sectors. This may include coordinated reservoir 
management, flexible diversion rules tied to real-
time hydrology, accelerated groundwater recharge 
and conjunctive use, expanded water transfers, 
and other adaptive strategies. 

	› Strengthen Water Data and Science: Invest in 
integrated, science-based statewide data systems 
and technology that improve transparency, inform 
real-time decisions, and strengthen regulatory and 
operational performance to increase efficiency and 
better manage water resources. 

Future-proof California’s critical water infrastructure 
to ensure reliable supplies in the face of climate 
change, growing economic and community demands, 
and escalating emergency risks. This requires 
strengthening the statewide water system, including 
both built and natural infrastructure, while advancing 
regional resilience to maximize systemwide reliability.
	› Strengthen the State’s Water Backbone: Upgrade, 

repair, and optimize California’s essential backbone 
infrastructure — the California State Water Project 
and Central Valley Project.

	♦ Modernize and Protect Infrastructure: Advance 
a durable Delta conveyance solution, strengthen 
Delta levees, safeguard critical infrastructure 
from subsidence and seismic risk, and upgrade 
system technologies — including Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations, snowpack 
measurement, and remote monitoring control. 

	♦ Improve Coordinated Operations: Integrate 
operations of the California State Water Project 
and Central Valley Project to increase system 
flexibility, expand the storage and movement of 
water, and enhance water supply reliability.

	› Safeguard Colorado River Water Supplies: Protect 
California’s Colorado River allocation, consistent 
with the State’s legal entitlements and the efforts of 
the Colorado River Board of California.

	› Empower Regional Water Solutions: Champion 
regional and watershed-based solutions. State policy 
should empower regions with the tools, flexibility, 
and investment needed to advance regional 
planning, partnerships, and projects that diversify 
water supplies, strengthen system connectivity 
and operational efficiency, and restore ecosystem 
functions to ensure reliable water supplies.

FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

Vision for Our Water Future is 
an initiative of the Association 
of California Water Agencies, 
representing approximately 470 
public water agencies in California.

DELIVER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

MODERNIZE WATER MANAGEMENT
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PO Box 2157 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

sldmwa.org 

 

To: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates 

From: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director 

Date: May 11, 2026 

RE: Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities 

Background 
This memorandum is provided to briefly summarize the current status of various agency processes regarding 
water policy activities, including but not limited to the (1) Implementation of Long-Term Operations of the 
Central Valley Project and State Water Project, including environmental compliance; (2) State Water 
Resources Control Board action; (3) Central Valley Regional Water Board Action, (4) San Joaquin River 
Restoration Program; (5) Delta conveyance; (6) Reclamation action; (7) Delta Stewardship Council action; 
(8) San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint, and (9) San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative Action Plan. 

Policy Items 
Implementation of Executive Order 14181 
On January 2024, President Trump issued Executive Order 141811, directing analysis of potential changes to 
the operations in the 2024 Record of Decision (“ROD”) for consideration by the Administration. On 
December 4, 2025, Reclamation executed a Record of Decision on the Long-Term Operations of the Central 
Valley Project and State Water Project, as a first step towards implementing EO 14181. 

Implementation of 2024 Record of Decision on Long-Term Operations of the 
Central Valley Project and State Water Project 
On December 4, 2025, Reclamation executed a Record of Decision2 on the Long-Term Operations of the 
Central Valley Project and State Water Project, as a first step towards implementing EO 14181, updating 
operations associated with the Record of Decision executed by Reclamation and the Biological Opinions 
issued by the Fish and Wildlife Service and NOAA Fisheries in December 2024. This new operation is 
described as “Action 5”. 

Specifically, the Action 5 ROD updates the operations of the Projects by: 

(1) Removing the Delta Smelt Summer and Fall Habitat Action (Fall X2), in response to findings by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the action is not anticipated to have observable e ects on 
delta smelt survival, 

 

1 https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-31/pdf/2025-02174.pdf  
2 https://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_project_details.php?Project_ID=54661  
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(2) Removing the early implementation measure of the Delta export reduction of the Healthy Rivers 
and Landscapes (“HRL”) program, in response to uncertainties associated with the timing of 
potential adoption and implementation of the HRL Program by California’s State Water Resources 
Control Board, 

(3) Updating the Delta operating criteria to expand the opportunities for Old and Middle River (“OMR”) 
management at no more negative than -5,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), and a stormflex action of -
6,500 cfs, including the use of predictive tools for real-time assessment of environmental conditions. 

Modeling of these proposed operational changes has estimated between 250 – 400 TAF improvement in 
combined CVP and SWP export capacity under Action 5 operations, with the SWP benefits being uncertain 
based on how the SWP operates under the Incidental Take Permit required for compliance with the California 
Endangered Species Act. 

There is additional analysis being performed to assess the e icacy of additional potential operational 
changes that could improve water supply and maintain species protections, as well as alternative methods 
to address environmental e ects on species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act (“ESA) and 
advance species recovery e orts. 

Note: There are also Endangered Species Act consultations on the Trinity River and Klamath River that may 
have overlap/interactions with the operations of the CVP/SWP.  

State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Activity 

Bay Delta Water Quality Control Plan Update 
Background 
The State Water Board is currently considering updates to its 2006 Water Quality Control Plan for the San 
Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (“Bay Delta Plan”) in two phases (Plan amendments). 
The first Plan amendment is focused on San Joaquin River flows and southern Delta salinity (“Phase I” or 
“San Joaquin River Flows and Southern Delta Salinity Plan Amendment”). The second Plan amendment is 
focused on the Sacramento River and its tributaries, Delta eastside tributaries (including the Calaveras, 
Cosumnes, and Mokelumne rivers), Delta outflows, and interior Delta flows (“Phase II” or “Sacramento/Delta 
Plan Amendment”). 

During the December 12, 2018 Water Board Meeting, the Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) and 
Department of Fish and Wildlife presented proposed “Voluntary Settlement Agreements” (“VSAs”) on behalf 
of Reclamation, DWR, and the public water agencies they serve to resolve conflicts over proposed 
amendments to the Bay-Delta Plan update.3 The State Water Board did not adopt the proposed VSAs in lieu 
of the proposed Phase 1 amendments, but as explained below, directed sta  to consider the proposals as 
part of a future Delta-wide proposal. 

 

3 Available at https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Blogs/Voluntary-Settlement-Agreement-Meeting-Materials-
Dec-12-2018-DWR-CDFW-CNRA.pdf.  
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Phase 1 Status – San Joaquin River and its Tributaries 
The State Water Board adopted a resolution4 to adopt amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan for the 
San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary and adopt the Final Substitute Environmental 
Document during its December 12, 2018 public meeting.  

On July 18, 2022, the State Water Resources Control Board issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP)5 and 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Scoping Meeting for the Proposed Regulation to Implement 
Lower San Joaquin River Flows (LSJR) and Southern Delta Salinity Objectives in the Water Quality Control 
Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta Plan). 

In response to the release of the NOP, the Water Authority and member agencies provided scoping 
comments6 and the State Water Board is working through a long-term process to address Phase 1 elements 
of the Water Quality Control Plan Update. 

A long delay in Phase 1 action occurred as legal activity was undertaken.  

Recently, on September 19, 2025, the State Water Resources Control Board (Board) released a Notice of 
Opportunity for Public Comment and Workshop on the Draft Scientific Basis Report Supplement for the 
Tuolumne River Voluntary Agreement Proposal (Draft TVA Scientific Basis Report), to which the Water 
Authority provided comments7. 

Next Steps 
• Final draft Sta  Report for Tuolumne River VA 
• Board workshop and consideration of Tuolumne River VA 
• Final draft EIR and regulation implementing Lower SJR flows and South Delta Salinity 
• Board consideration of regulation implementing Lower SJR flows and South Delta Salinity 

Phase 2 Status – Sacramento River and its Tributaries and Bay-Delta 
In the State Water Board’s resolution adopting the Phase 1 amendments, the Water Board directed sta  to 
assist the Natural Resources Agency in completing a Delta watershed-wide agreement, including potential 
flow and non-flow measures for the Tuolumne River, and associated analyses no later than March 1, 2019. 
Sta  were directed to incorporate the Delta watershed-wide agreement as an alternative for a future, 
comprehensive Bay-Delta Plan update that addresses the reasonable protection of beneficial uses across 
the Delta watershed.  

Revised Draft Sacramento/Delta Updates to the Water Quality Control Plan 
Background 
In July, the Board released a draft Bay Delta Plan (July 2025 revised draft), which included proposed changes 
to the draft Bay Delta Plan released in October 2024 (2024 draft), based on public input and comments 

 

4Available at https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2018/rs2018_0059.pdf.  
5 Available at https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/notices/20220715-implementation-nop-and-scoping-dwr-
baydelta.pdf 

6 Request from Authority sta  

7 Request from Authority sta  
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received throughout the planning process, including comments on several options for possible changes to 
the plan identified in the 2024 draft. Specifically, the 2024 draft identified the possible inclusion of flow, cold 
water habitat and related provisions that were based on the proposed Plan amendments and alternatives 
identified in the 2023 draft Sta  Report in support of updates to the Bay Delta Plan, as well as options for 
these provisions. The 2024 draft also identified the possible inclusion of Voluntary Agreements (VAs) to 
provide flows and non-flow habitat proposed by state and federal agencies and water users referred to as 
the Healthy Rivers and Landscapes proposal, as well as options associated with inclusions of VAs. The 
regulatory provisions would apply to all water right holders if the Board did not move forward with VAs, or in 
the event the Board moved forward with VAs would apply to water rights not participating in approved VAs. 
The 2025 revised draft proposes to move forward with the inclusion of VAs in the Bay Delta Plan for water 
rights included in approved VAs (VA pathway) and the regulatory provisions for water rights not included as 
part of approved VAs (regulatory pathway). The 2025 revised draft also includes proposals for addressing 
other options identified in the 2024 draft. The 2025 revised draft also proposes the designation of Tribal 
Tradition and Culture (CUL) beneficial use as part of the current Bay Delta Plan update.  

Current Activity 
On September 16, 2025, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board or Board) rescinded 
the August 22, 2025 Second Revised Notice of Opportunity for Public Comment and Hearing on Revised Draft 
Sacramento/Delta Updates to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta Watershed (Bay-Delta Plan or Plan). The Rescinded Notice is available on the Board’s website. 
Accordingly, the hearing previously scheduled for September 24-25, 2025, and the associated public 
comment period are cancelled and will be rescheduled to a future date. 

Instead, the Board has released a revised Bay-Delta Plan, with workshops that occurred on January 28-30, 
and written comments due on February 2. Water Authority sta  coordinated written comments8 with 
member agencies and other interested parties. 

Additionally, the State Water Board has received term sheets for additional voluntary agreements from 
Nevada Irrigation District (NID) and South Sutter Water District (SSWD) specific to the Bear River, Yuba River, 
and Auburn Ravine that are available to the public. 

Water Rights 
Water Accounting, Tracking, and Reporting System (CalWATRS) Launch 
The State Water Resources Control Board has launched the California Water Accounting, Tracking, and 
Reporting System (CalWATRS). A link to the new system and additional information is posted on the 
CalWATRS webpage. 

If you have questions or would like the CalWATRS team to attend an event in your area, please email 
CalWATRS-help@waterboards.ca.gov. 

 

8 Request from Water Authority sta . 
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San Joaquin River Restoration Program 

Restoration Allocation 
On April 20, Reclamation issued an update to the 2026 Restoration Allocation and Default Flow Schedule9. 
Consistent with the Restoration Flows Guidelines and based upon the best available forecast information, 
the Restoration Allocation covering the period March 1, 2026 through February 28, 2027 is set at 282,547 
acre-feet at Gravelly Ford and is a Normal-Dry year type.  

The Restoration Administrator recommended a flow schedule10 on May 4, which Reclamation is reviewing at 
the time this memo was drafted. This Restoration Allocation will be posted on the Program website in the 
coming days: http://RestoreSJR.net. 

For Information about Restoration Flows, please visit https://restoresjr.net/flows/.   

For the Restoration Administrator recommendations, please visit https://restoresjr.net/flows/flow-
scheduling/. 

Delta Conveyance Project 

Delta Plan Certificate of Consistency   
California o icials proposed upholding the state’s approval of the Delta Conveyance Project in a draft 
decision on April 20, rejecting most of the legal challenges brought by opponents while ordering a redo on 
two environmental issues that could complicate the project’s path forward. 

The Delta Stewardship Council voted 6-1 on April 23 to deny most of the appeals of the Delta Conveyance 
Project's Certification of Consistency with the Delta Plan. The Delta Protection Commission's appeal was 
among those denied. 

The lone dissenting vote was by Councilmember Diane Burgis, a Contra Costa County supervisor who is also 
chair of the Delta Protection Commission. In her work on the Commission, Burgis has recused herself from 
all votes and discussions about the project. 

On two appeals, the Council sent the project back to the Department of Water Resources to address 1) the 
improvement of habitat conditions for the nonnative invasive golden mussel, and 2) potential conflicts 
involving the Delta Conveyance Project’s Twin Cities Complex and Sac Sewer’s Harvest Water. 

Read the Council's decision here. Read press releases about the decision from the Governor's O ice, the 
Department of Water Resources, and Restore the Delta. 

 

9 Request from Water Authority sta . 
10 Attached 
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U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

Reclamation Manual 
Documents out for Comment 

Draft Documents 
• LND 09-01 Land Records (comments due 05/01/26)  
• CMP 11-01 Title Transfer for Reclamation Project Facilities (comments due 05/09/26)  

o CMP 11-01 Redlined Version 

San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint 
The Water Blueprint represents water users, districts, farmers, and municipalities across the Central Valley. 
Their problem statement is crystal-clear; California faces a major water supply shortfall that could a ect one 
million acres, costing $7.2 billion in farm revenue and 85,000 jobs statewide. Engaging various stakeholders 
inside and outside the Central Valley, the team advocates for a combination of infrastructure investments 
and policy changes to capture excess flows during wet years and replenish aquifers. 

Blueprint’s strategic priorities for 2022-2025: Advocacy, Groundwater Quality and Disadvantaged 
Communities, Land Use Changes & Environmental Planning, Outreach & Communications, SGMA 
Implementation, Water Supply Goals, Governance, Operations & Finance.  

Mission Statement: “Unifying the San Joaquin Valley’s voice to advance an accessible, reliable solution for 
a balanced water future for all.” 

Board Expansion and Executive Committee Formation 
The leadership group discussed potential updates to board structure, including filling an open director seat, 
exploring board expansion, and evaluating whether to formalize an executive committee. The group 
discussed proposed candidates for the vacant director position. The group proposed forming a small ad hoc 
committee to develop draft bylaw language addressing both board expansion and executive committee 
formation. These materials will be brought back to leadership and ultimately to the full board for review. 

Strategic Planning 
The leadership group discussed the need to launch a strategic planning process following completion of the 
United Water Plan, noting that the current plan runs through 2025 or early 2026. The conversation highlighted 
the importance of defining the scope of future organizational activities—including legislative advocacy, 
policy, and communications—and engaging the board early to help shape direction for the latter half of 2026. 

CSU Water Webinar Series – CA Legislature and Water Policy 
The Executive Director of CSU-WATER, a CSU system a inity group that serves to foster future leaders in 
California through water education, research engagement and networking for the nearly 500,000 students in 
the CSU system as well as inclusion of those in the CC & UC systems. The Blueprint was invited to contribute 
to the CSU-WATER Webinar Series on the CA Legislature and Water Policy, topics covered in the webinar 
series: Making Waves, Water Policies & Workforce Needs, Current water policy issues & workforce needs 
and Future Water Management and Policies; Leadership Needs, Future water management and climate 
resilience.  
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SB72 Implementation 
Senate Bill 72 (Caballero) directs DWR to consult with the Water Commission on the establishment of an 
advisory committee to inform the development of the 2028 update to the Water Plan. The 2028 update will 
usher in a new emphasis on setting and meeting quantifiable water supply goals. This builds on California’s 
Water Supply Strategy (2022), which outlined necessary actions for the state to adapt to a hotter, drier future 
where the changing climate leaves less water to meet California’s needs. Blueprint as an interested party in 
the State’s water supply strategy, has been provided with the opportunity to present and provide public 
comment. 

Unified Water Plan 
The Water Blueprint's unified water plan is moving forward with chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 for review. The plan 
quantifies the San Joaquin Valley's massive water supply gap at 2.5-3 million acre-feet by 2040, incorporating 
SGMA compliance needs, climate change impacts, and environmental flow requirements. The full 
administrative draft expected by this summer. 

Unified Water Plan Chapters 5 Released for Review 
Stantec presented detailed progress on potential water supply projects (Chapter 5). Chapter 5 catalogs over 
800 projects from GSPs across 16 sub-basins, with groundwater recharge projects comprising nearly half of 
all proposed projects. Unit costs range from $50-$300 per acre-foot for various recharge methods. 

• Major Supply-Demand Gap Identified Requiring Immediate Action: Technical analysis reveals the 
valley faces a future water shortage of 2.5-3 million acre-feet by 2040, driven by SGMA compliance 
requirements (1.4-2 million acre-feet), environmental restoration needs, climate change impacts, 
and groundwater replenishment requirements. This massive gap demonstrates the critical need for 
comprehensive water infrastructure investments and management changes. 

• Recharge Projects Dominate Solutions: The latest research points out that nearly 50% of all GSP 
projects are groundwater recharge projects, including on-farm recharge, injection wells, in-lieu 
recharge, and constructed basins, with injection wells being the most cost-e ective option. 

Water Blueprint SJV & CWI – Unified Water Plan 
The purpose of the Unified Valley Plan for the San Joaquin Valley is to identify and present possible solutions 
for long-term water needs in the San Joaquin Valley by bringing together existing water plans, strategies, and 
knowledge from across the San Joaquin Valley into one coordinated, valley-wide planning framework. 

Bureau of Reclamation Report to Congress: 

• Chapter 1 Introduction 
• Chapter 2 Overview of the water resource needs and opportunities in the San Joaquin Valley. 
• Chapter 3 Overview of flood risks and management in the San Joaquin Valley and opportunities for 

improving flood management. 
• Chapter 4 Illustration of an environmental vision for the San Joaquin Valley and estimates of the water 

supplies needed to implement that vision. 
• Chapter 5 Evaluation of a range of potential solutions. 
• Chapter 6 Recommendations for a path forward and a roadmap for implementation. Includes policy 

recommendations. 
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San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative Action Program (SJV CAP) 

Background 
The CAP Plenary Group adopted work groups to implement the CAP Term Sheet11, adopted on November 22, 
2022. During Phase II, Work Groups are continuing to meet and discuss priorities and drafting various 
documents for their respective areas: Safe Drinking Water; Sustainable Water Supplies; Ecosystem Health; 
Land Use, Demand Reduction and Land Repurposing; Implementation. 

The Bureau of Reclamation is currently funding the CAP. This funding supports its management and 
facilitation of the overall CAP process and the development of a prioritization tool. The tool is envisioned to 
be used by CAP participants, federal and state agencies, other stakeholders, and the public to evaluate 
policy recommendations, programmatic changes, and projects to achieve sustainable water management 
in the San Joaquin Valley. 

The Steering Committee created a subgroup and will review several prioritization tools developed by other 
organizations and use those examples to craft a work plan and initial set of criteria for consideration. 

CAP Workgroups for 6-Month CAP Priority Actions 
ILRP and CV-Salts 

1. Review changes to the ILRP and CV-SALTS updates and recommend improvements to the SWRCB 
and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards. 

2. Better coordination between GSAs and the Nitrate Program to maximize water quality testing for 
multiple purposes. 

3. Consider a pilot area to evaluate the potential for information sharing and integration. 

4. The regulations should consider identifying targets for nitrates and other COCs so progress can be 
evaluated. 

5. CAP could look to privately solicit information on fees across di erent programs to look at the 
potential for fee harmonization. 

Land Transition 
1. Support CDFW implementation of Regional Conservation Investment Strategies to support 

mitigation projects.  

2. Use the experience and results of  MLRP Round 1 and 2 to provide feedback on MLRP Round 3 
guidelines to the Department of Conservation to ensure e ective implementation of the program, 
including the provision of meaningful community benefits.  

3. Develop guidelines to address workforce challenges associated with land transition, especially 
related to rural communities. 

 

11 Request from Authority sta  
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4. Advocate for infrastructure funding and regulatory changes to accelerate large-scale solar projects, 
as one avenue to help support the transition of agricultural land and reduce water demand in a 
manner that protects communities over the long term. 

5.  In collaboration with the S2J2 Catalyst Project, for ecosystem restoration, create a near-term and 
long-term vision and set of objectives for ecosystem restoration, and advocate for funding by the 
state and federal governments 

6. Develop best practices for data centers and water use, which could inform the approval of data 
centers by state and local governments 

SGMA Implementation 
1. Complete Kaweah economic analysis and recommend improvements for SGMA implementation to 

the Governor, Legislature, and Department of Water Resources 

2. Complete assessment of some other subbasins in the S2J2 geographic area and revise investment 
recommendations to S2J2 and advocate high-impact investments for funding through Prop 4. 

3. Define key attributes for the successful implementation of GSPs for DWR to support in their 
guidelines for Prop 4 funding. 

4. Track DWR subsidence best management practices and recommend improvements for 
implementation to DWR. 

Water Supply 
1. Support funding of projects and operational changes during high flow events that meet 

environmental regulations in the Delta and improve Delta deliveries south of the Delta to provide 
benefits to the San Joaquin Valley  

2. Advocate for regulatory improvements to the Legislature and state agencies (i.e., DWR, SWRCB) to 
accelerate groundwater recharge permitting that provides flood control and protects water quality 
and downstream users. 

3. Support actions by DWR and other agencies to implement DWR Watershed studies to advance the 
CAP outcomes. 

Other Six-Month Priorities 
1. Prioritization Tool 

2. Long-term Habitat Plan 

3. Water for Wildlife Refuges  

4. San Joaquin River Restoration Program 

5.  “Cutting Green Tape”  
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Restoration Administrator Flow Recommendation 

To:  Don Portz, Chad Moore, Regina Bricka 
CC: Rain Emerson, Rufino Gonzalez, Gary Bobker, Steve Ottemoeller, Ian Buck-Macleod, 

TAC, FWC 
Date:  May 4, 2026 
From:  Tom Johnson, Restoration Administrator 
Subject: Revised Flow Recommendation for 2026 Restoration Flows  

 
The following is a revised Restoration Flow Recommendation (Recommendation) by the Restoration 
Administrator (RA) for the 2026 Restoration Year Flows pursuant to the Restoration Flow Guidelines 
(RFG) Ver. 2.1, as amended, and Exhibit B of the Settlement.  This Recommendation is issued in response 
to the Allocation dated April 20, 2026.   

 

Background 

The SJRRP has issued an Updated 2026 Restoration Allocation (Allocation) dated April 20, 2026, which 
designates 2026 as a Normal-Dry Water Year Type with an Unimpaired Inflow hybrid forecast of 1,444 
thousand acre-feet (TAF) and provides an allocation of Restoration Flows of 282.547 TAF as measured at 
Gravelly Ford (GRF) based on the blended 50% exceedance forecast.  The Allocation also specified certain 
contractual and operational constraints on Restoration Flow releases for 2026.   

From October 2025 to present, the Upper San Joaquin watershed has experienced near average 
precipitation. However, the distribution of the precipitation and runoff (both observed and expected) has 
been atypical due to two primary factors: 1) most of the precipitation so far this year has fallen during 
warm storms with high freezing elevations, and 2) March 2026 was among the driest and warmest on 
record. The result is that while precipitation is near-normal, runoff has been above normal and snowpack 
has been below normal.  

In addition to hydrology, several operational constraints in Reach 3 have required flow adjustments.  A 
heavy concentration of water hyacinth needed to be moved from the lower end of Reach 3 to allow flows 
to pass Sack Dam at the recommended levels, and additional construction operations will need to be 
accommodated in mid-May.  Finally, in consultation with Implementing Agency biologists, it was 
determined to hold flows through Reach 4A at specific levels to balance adult spring-run Chinook Salmon 
attraction flows with the ability to observe and capture returning adults. 

I have consulted with the TAC and the FMWG on this Recommendation, and this Recommendation reflects 
the best use of the Allocation of Restoration Flows for the aquatic resources at this time. 

 

Recommendation for the 2026 Restoration Year  

At this time, I am recommending a flow schedule for the 2026 Restoration Year as shown in Table 1, and 
as follows: 
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1. Steady flows in early May for adult attraction and capture, then ramp flows down to support 
construction activities at Sack Dam. 

2. Starting in June, maintain flows below Sack Dam. 
3. No exchanges or buffer flows are called upon at this time.  
4. 11.0314 TAF Gross, 10.479 TAF Net URF’s were released on March 19th.  An additional 10,000 

AF Net URF’s are released with this Recommendation. 
5. No Restoration Flow recapture other than de-minimus amounts are planned in the Restoration 

Area.  All Restoration Flow releases are to flow through the entirety of the Restoration Area.   

If there are operational or other constraints that preclude Restoration Flows traveling the entire length of 
the Restoration Area, the Restoration Recommendation will be adjusted to reduce Restoration Flow 
releases to the level of the controlling operational constraint. 

 Table 1. Summary of Restoration Flow Recommendations for May 5, 2026, through February 28, 2027. 

Restoration 
Flow Period Date Range 

 

 

Objective 

Friant Release 
(est., varies due to 
Holding Contracts) 

Restoration 
Flows at 
Gravelly 

Ford 

Total 
Flow at 
Gravelly 

Ford1 

Target 
Restoration 
Flow at Sack 
Dam (est.) 

2026 Spring 
Flex. Flow 

Period 

May 5 – May 14, 
2026 

Reduce flow to 
facilitate adult 
capture at ESB 

Reduce from 
current as 
necessary 

Approx. 340 
cfs 

Approx. 
345 cfs 

250 cfs 

May 15 – May 28, 
2026 

Ramp Down 
and hold 

Reduce as 
necessary 

As occurs As occurs 

Between 
200 and  

230 cfs from 
May 15th 
onwards 

Ramping down for improved adult capture efficiency and construction requirements. 

Summer 
Connectivity  

May 29 – June 10, 
2026 

Summer 
connectivity 

As necessary, est.  
465 cfs 

250 cfs 255 cfs 145 cfs 

June 11 – 
September 30, 2026 

Summer 
connectivity 

As necessary, est.  
375 cfs 

160 cfs 165 cfs 70 cfs 

Reduce flows to achieve 250 cfs of Restoration Flows at GRF by May 29.  Further reduce flows to achieve 
160 cfs of Restoration Flows at GRF by June 11. 

Base Flow  

October 1 – October 
31, 2026 

Reconnect 
Reach 4 & 5, 

spring run 
spawning and 
egg incubation 

As necessary, est.  
400 cfs 190 cfs 195 cfs 100 cfs 

November 1 – 
November 30, 2026 

Connected 
river, spring run 
egg incubation,  

As necessary, est.  
420 cfs 

230 cfs 235 cfs 135 cfs 

Fall Pulse  
December 1 – 

December 31, 2026 

Connected 
river, juvenile 

rearing 

As necessary, est. 
440 cfs 

320 cfs 325 cfs 220 cfs 
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Restoration 
Flow Period Date Range 

 

 

Objective 

Friant Release 
(est., varies due to 
Holding Contracts) 

Restoration 
Flows at 
Gravelly 

Ford 

Total 
Flow at 
Gravelly 

Ford1 

Target 
Restoration 
Flow at Sack 
Dam (est.) 

Base Flows  
January 1 – 

February 28, 2027 

Connected 
river, juvenile 

rearing 

As necessary, est. 
400 – 410 cfs 

250 cfs 255 cfs 160 cfs 

1Total Flow includes the minimum Holding Contract flows of 5 cfs required at Gravelly Ford 
 

Additional Elements of this Recommendation 

This Recommendation anticipates the release of approximately 215 to 220 TAF of Restoration Flows to 
the river. 

Depending on changing hydrologic conditions, I will adjust or revise this recommendation as necessary. 

 

Additional Consultation 

I will continue to coordinate with the TAC, Program Office, and Implementing Agencies to monitor 
hydrologic conditions, fish population conditions, uncontrolled season releases, operational conditions, 
and other factors, and will update the Restoration Flow Recommendation as conditions change.   

 

Table 1. Estimate of Released Restoration Flows 

 

 

 

Summary Volumes
GRAVELLY FORD FLOWS AVAILABLE VERSUS RA RECOMMENDATION

Available Used Balance
Total GRF River Flow Target without 5 cfs (March 1, 
2025 - Feb 28, 2026): 282.547 TAF 214.185 TAF 68.362 TAF
Restoration Allocation Flow 282.547 TAF 214.185 TAF 68.362 TAF
Exchange Flow 0.000 TAF 0.000 TAF 0.000 TAF
Buffer Flows 0.000 TAF 0.000 TAF 0.000 TAF

URF's Disposed of as of 3/25/2026 11.031
Use Buffer Flows? no Net Alloc Remainder 57.331 TAF
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The Mussel Threat Is Already Here – April 2026 Blog
Post – Water Blueprint CA

WbpAdmin

You may recall a line of bravado from any number of action movies, “That ain’t a threat, it’s a

promise.” Sorry to say this part out loud but, the invasive Limnoperna fortunei, also known as the

golden mussel, is no longer a hypothetical threat – it’s here in the San Joaquin Valley. More

importantly, these mussels can clog pipes, damage pumps, and threaten the reliability of California’s

water delivery systems.

Nick Shockey / California Department of Water Resources

First detected in North America in 2024, golden mussels have rapidly spread throughout California’s

interconnected water system. Like COVID, the golden mussel comes from a large country in East Asia.



The first new world detection was in South America in the 1990s. They showed up in North America

in 2024 and are thought to have been introduced by ship ballast. According to the California

Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDF&W), golden mussels have been found from Martinez in the East

Bay to San Diego.

California has faced other invasive mussel species. However, unlike the quagga and zebra mussels

(not to be confused with the extinct quagga zebra that roamed the plains of South Africa) the golden

mussel can survive in a much broader range of water chemistry. Golden mussels can tolerate far lower

levels of calcium and more salinity than the quagga or zebra species. This, plus its prolific breeding,

has hastened its spread throughout the Valley.

While fish, birds, mammals and even other invertebrates can function as predators to the golden

mussel in its native habitat, such predation isn’t happening in California. The golden mussel spawns

several times a year producing thousands of plankton-sized veligers, and has migrated from the Delta

down the Delta-Mendota Canal and California Aqueduct. They have now spread to the lower reaches

of the Friant-Kern Canal through the Cross Valley Canal in Kern County.

The golden mussel has byssal threads that allow them to attach to surfaces and can survive

unsubmerged as long as a minimal humidity is present. As a bivalve they filter water altering nutrient

content causing harm for other species in their adopted habitat through nutrient reduction and algal

blooms. The byssal threads of the golden mussel allow them to attach to both soft surfaces such as silt,

even aquatic plants, and hard surfaces such as rocks, and most importantly water conveyance

infrastructure.

Although the golden mussels are small (about the size of your fingernail), they can attach to pipes,

canal linings, pumps, turnout gates, filter systems etc. in such large numbers as to block the water

flow and damage machinery. This creates a direct and growing challenge for maintaining reliable

water delivery.



Nick Shockey / California Department of Water Resource

So far the fight against golden mussels has been limited to containment as opposed to eradication.

There are not a lot of weapons in the arsenal. Extremely hot water can kill adults and veligers but the

scope of the infestation makes this approach limited to smaller, enclosed areas. Dewatering can kill

golden mussels, but as stated above even a little water in a pipe can sustain them. There is a copper-

based chemical treatment, but its efficacy is limited to certain water temperatures. After the mussels

are killed, they leave behind a structure of shells that must be removed. High-pressure spraying, a

costly, labor-intensive process, looks to be the best method for clearing the debris and reopening flow

paths.

At the present, CDF&W has been working on retooling the quagga and zebra mussel response by

focusing on protecting sports fisheries and requiring inspections of watercraft transportation (moving

boats from one lake to the other) to deal with the golden mussel. It’s true, we don’t need to spread

golden mussels to recreational spots, but this approach won’t do much for protecting and maintaining

the main irrigation conveyance systems California agriculture depends on.

One thing we can do to help stem the spread of golden mussels is to report any possible sighting to

CDF&W and your local water and irrigation districts. But reporting alone is not enough, a long-term

solution needs to be determined and applied to protect the extensive water infrastructure and more.


	2026_0511_WRC_Agenda_Final.pdf
	AgendaItem4_2026_0406_WRC_Minutes_Draft
	AgendaItem5_2605 MEMO.WRC.Legislation_final
	AgendaItem6_2026-05-11_ACWA Vision-WRC-BOD Memo_Reso_Attachment
	AgendaItem6_2026-05-11_ACWA Vision-WRC-BOD Memo_Reso_Attachment.pdf
	2026-05-11_ACWA Vision-WRC-BOD-Attachment 1-Reso
	2026-05-11_ACWA-Vision-Attachment 2

	AgendaItem9_20260511 MEMO.WRC.Policy

